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ave a heartfelt concern that the Muslim clerics and
persons whom the American people continue to sce
ar on television are able to create a perception of
that is not fully accurate. We have been assured that
what happened on September 11, 2001, is an aberration
and does not represent true Islam. Often jibad (struggle or
exertion) is discussed as if it were a
strange phenomenon and an uncom-
mon term to Muslims. While it is
understandable that moderate to liber-
al Muslims would want to present their
best face right now and speak of Islam
as a religion of peace, it is important to
understand that most of their presenta-
tions ate veiled so that the full picture
is not forthcoming. Thus the American
public can easily gain a wrong perception. It is also true
that moderate to liberal spokespersons for Islam do not
speak for all of the 1.2 billion Muslims in the wotld, not
even for all Muslims in the United States.

Although orthodox Islam idealizes peace, it has histor-
jcally been the peace thart follows when non-Islamic peoples
agree to Islamic rule, accept exclusion from the political
process and are prohibited from speaking of their faith to
Muslims. While Muslim-dominated societies accept con-
verts from other faiths, conversion from Islam is forbidden
with persecution or even death awaiting offenders.

Muslim clerics assure the American public: “No true
Muslim would engage in this kind of j7had. These are sim-
ply terrorists...and those who participated in the events of
New York and Washington are misguided individuals who
have taken verses from the Qur'an out of context and used
them to do abhorrent things.”

I would agree with most of the previous paragraph.
However, while orthodox Muslims would consider the acts
of these terrorists to be aberrant interpretations of jibad, it
needs to be pointed out that the Qur'an and Hadith (tra-




“Warticle of this issue is intended to help correct some of the
misperceptions that have been conveyed.

Dealing with Questions: Probably the number one ques-
E tion CMM has received since September has been some
form of: “When orthodox Muslims speak of God, is this
the God of whom Christians speak?” While the Intercede
cannot provide a complete response, we have felt it
important to dedicate pages 3 and 6 to this question.

Rethinking Missions After September 110 A missionary
friend who has served in the Muslim world for more than
25 years used this title in his post September 11 newslet-
ter. Perhaps his most striking statement was: “I personal-
ly believe that one outcome of the attacks on America
will be a host of Muslims who will look back to
September 11 as the day they took their first step away
from Islam and into the arms of Jesus.” With permission,
I'll paraphrase more of his thoughts...and add some of
my own.

® W need 1o repens thar we have not given adequate
numbers of men and monies to reach Muslims with the
gospel. Islam encompasses 20 percent of the world’s
population, but less than 4 percent of evangelical mis-
sionaries and monies are directed at reaching Muslims
in the 10/40 Window, where most of them live.

& o need to invest in missionaries and ministries that
reach out to Muslims with the message of the gospel.
Our reaping will be in direct proportion to our sowing,

® W need 10 pray for existing Muslim-background-
believer churches, which already exist in nearly every
Islamic country in the world. These churches are not
there by accident, but are the result of the investment
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made by dedicated nationals, missionaries and sup-
porting congregations over the past fifty years or more.

© Ve need 1o speak out regarding our evangelism priori-
ties. Our people need to hear our leadership say loud
and clear that bringing Muslims to Christ at least
shares the #1 spot on our list of evangelism priorities.

@ We need 1o affirn the power of the gospel and the Holy
Spirit to break through the strongholds of Islamic
darkness. Negative confession never brings positive
results.

@ W need 1o fearn vo pray through the spiritual defenses
that Muslim peoples erect against the gospel.

@D Ve need 1o commiit ourselves to a protracted engage-
ment with the Holy Spirit for the souls of more than 1
billion Muslim men, women and children around the
world.

® VWo need to be “wise as serpents and harmless a5 doves.”
The days when we could afford to be ignorant abour
Islam are over. Start today to learn what Islam teaches.
Ask your pastor to help you link up with CMM. Host
a seminar on Islam in your local church. Begin praying
for the Muslims in your community and circle of
acquaintances. Earn the right to share with them the
story of what God is doing in your heart and life.

@ e need 1o love Muslims. We can do this by engaging
in a new kind of friendship that will speak to Muslims
of Christ’s love. Muslims are loved by God in the same
way that He loves all people. Like all humans, Muslims
are created in the image of God. Like all humans,
Muslims sin and fall short of God’s glory. Like alf
humans, God loved them so much thar He sent His
son, so that those who believe in Jesus will have eternal

life.
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torical precedent, which encour-
ages Muslims to engage in acts of
physical jibad, or to engage in a
Just cause for God. In fairness to
the Islamic concept of jibad, it
should be pointed out that most
Muslims subscribe to the grearer
Jihad, which is an inner spiritual
struggle to control one’s desires
and please God.

A second category of jihad is
the lesser jibad. Theoretically, a
Muslim would only engage in the
extreme version of a lesser jibad it
it became necessary to take up
arms in defense of the community
of Islam, Such action would con-
stitute a just cause of God and
require a legal fztwa (ruling) from  E—_—
a recognized body of religious scholars

In Hght of the tragic events of last September, I can-
not ignore my responsibility to provide the following
comments in order to correct some of the misperceptions
that have been conveyed.

1. Any Islamic cleric or theologian is very familiar with
the concept of jibad (struggle), which may finally

result in “holy war.”

2. This teaching has its roots in the belief of the univer-
sality of Islam. Islam ought to embrace the whole uni-
verse (Quran, chapters 25:1; 38:87-88; 68:52; 81:27
61:11).

3. The Muslim theological worldview divides the world
into two realms: Dar al-Islam (House of Islam/peace)
and Dar al-Harb (House of War). The House of
Islam/peace has a Muslim ruler and Islamic law is
practiced. The world is a batdeground on which
believers and unbelievers, the friends of God and the
enemies of God or followers of Satan, wage war: “The
believers fight in the way of God, and the unbelievers
fight in the idol’s way. Fight you therefore against the
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friends of Satan” (Surah 4:76). The mission
of the Islamic community is to spread the
rule or abode of Islam globally, much as
Muhammad and his followers expanded
Islamic rule through preaching, diplomacy
and warfare, and to “defend” it.

Followers of shariab (Islamic law) believe
that it is a Mushio’s duty to wage war
against polytheists, apostates, the “People
of the Book”
(Christians and
Jews) who refuse
Muslim rule and
all those who
attack Muslim
territory. To die
in battle is the
highest form of witness to God and one’s
Lo faith. The Arabic word for martyr (shahid)
comes from the same root as the Muslim profession of
faith (shahada), and
the reward for martyr-
dom is paradise.

While no one knows
the exact number of
Muslims who ascribe
to strict shariah law,
we do know the num-
bers are significantly
large and that the
shariah law mentality
pervades much of the
Muslim world. The
solidarity  of  the
House of Islam is such
that those who arc
more moderate or lib-
eral are nevertheless
part of the worldwide
family. In  other
words, all Muslims are
Muslims ~ first  and
adherents to a particu-




lar expression of Islam afterwards. Though overt acts of
violence may be deplored, the concept that the state
should guarantee the faith and the faith in turn legitimize
the state is well understood. Hence, an outside attack
upon an Islamic state is an attack upon Islam itself.

In the Muslim worldview, if the House of Istam has
been encroached upon, whether through the Crusades,
colonialism, the illegitimate occupation of Islam’s third
most holy site in Jerusalem, the Afghan/Soviet war or the
Gulf War, etc., there is legitimate reason to “defend” the
House of Islam and take back what is rightfully theirs,
The recent acts of jihad are but a product of a worldview
that is religious at its core.

In a short article such as this, many details cannot be

included. T simply feel a responsibility to shed light ona j: o
perception problem. My motive has nothing to do with |
attacking or denigrating Islam, especially orthodox Islam. |
On the contrary, the approach we promote at CMM is | o
that of Joving, understanding, praying for and reaching
out to Muslims with an adequate witness of Jesus Christ, |

I believe American | "

Muslims  have

| particularly our con-
stituency, deserves full
and correct informa-

September 11.

church and
the

one in which religion

the L
right to practice their |- -
faith in this free soci- | -
| ety. I also believe the |
- American public, and |

tion in order to make {
informed and just con- | -
clusions, particularly {
about the tragedies of |

Western countrics, |
with their traditions |- -
of separation of | on America is a wakeup call for the
state, |:-
secem unaware that ).

_ S oppartumty to demonstrate the love of
predominant |
Muslim worldview is | -
o f_tr’ye message of/aope and salvation through

]ems Ciﬁv?zst, t!)e on[y Savzor of the world.

and state are com- |

bined. This is the reason most non-Muslim Westerners
are unable to comprehend the feelings of many tradi-
tionalist Muslims that an atrack on any part of the House
of Islam is an attack upon the religion of Islam.

My appeal would be that the understandable and
laudable desire to treat Muslims fairly and without bias
should not obscure the long tradition of passionately-
held political beliefs within Islam. It is simply not right
and not wise to create a fictionalized Islam, however weli-
intentioned the motive.

During October a group of 148 North American
missionaries to Muslims met and adopted the following
statement. Except for some slight nuance of wording, I
fully agree with this statement:

WE’E&E Chmgmazm SExmsld
now About Islam -

As a caa;iztzan of concemed C/yrzstmm who
- work: zzmwfzg Musizms, we feel the respon-
- szézi”zzy T respond in @ way that commit-
- picates. God’s love without COMPromising.
;'Zbe t?'utb Our love for Muslims is not
comple.te un[ess we share the truth with
f_z‘bem ]b clﬂzm r/?m‘ there is no connection

tofy; Isiamzc law and the z‘eczcl?mgs of the
] Q_;w an, As Chrzstzans we be[zeve z‘lmt Gaa’

;'Mmizms as people and Ll s a relzgzaﬁ
:Durmg these di J?Zcult days, let us veach:
“out to our Muslim neighbors and friends
:__._:wztb t/be love af C/amst The recent attack

;Cburdy Cbrzstmm st wake wp to this

. Ci?rzst towam’ Muslzms who need to hear
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Friday, March 1, 2002. Please pray
. that the Holy Spirit will draw Muslim seekers to Christian radio and relevision programs. The poten-
tial is great for radio stations like EIWA in Liberia that broadcasts in 9 languages to listeners in the
north who live under uncertain conditions. Pray there will be adequate follow-up for inquirers.

o that this generation of young people in fran who have not embraced Islam will hear the gospel and
respond 10 the rrurh. The challenge has never been greater.

- for protection for the Church and 1is members in Pakisian. They have been subjected to so much
because of the situation in Afghanistan. Pray that God will overrule, protect His children in Pakistan
and bring many Muslims to salvation.

Friday, March 8, 2002. Please pray

. for the CMM team wmember who will be teaching “Islam and Cross-cultural Compmunications” in
Kyrgyastan from March 11 ro April 6. Pray that the students will apply the teaching they receive for
effective ministry.

- for the churches in Rethlehem, Beit Jala and Nazareth who have been adversely affected by the con-
tinuing cconowmiic collapse resulting from the Iaeli blockade of the West Bank wid Gaza. Pray for a last-
ing and just peace settdement.

. for the ministry and proteciive cave of believers in Gaza. May they find the right opportunities to
show the people of Gaza the truth of the gospel.

Friday, March 15, 2002, Please pray

o Jor an American family that has a Muslim head of house. He lets his family attend church, but he
recently became a practicing Muslim. Pray the Lord will reach his heart with the truth of the gospel.
o Jor a mindstry team in Lebanon which consists of members from G countries. Pray that despite their
diversity, they will meld together in love and unity for the task of sharing the gospel with neighbors
and friends in the community they serve. Pray for open hearts among Muslims.

<. that the seeds planied in the bearts of Muslim children through Bible clubs and evangelistic parties in
Michigan will take root and grow and thac they will gain favor with the parents.

Friday, March 22, 2002. Please pray

. that the family members of Muslim converts will be drawn to Christ by the changed lives of their fam-
ily members. Pray that the Lord will give them great wisdom as they seek to share the gospel.

.. that the many gospel internet websites will be used by Godro bring the gospel to searching Muslims.
o that CMM team members who are participating in Spring missions conventions will inspire and
enconvage the churches to become more fully involved in outreach to Muslims.

. for a just and wise solution to ongoing religious conflict throughout norihern Nigeria. Pray that God
will cause the northern states to realize the inherent difficulties of establishing sharhia law.

Friday, March 29, 2002. Please pray

. Jor the CMM team member who is teaching a course at Trinity Bible College the next nwo weeks. Pray
he will have good interaction and response from the participants as they seek to become equipped
to reach out to Muslims.

. that the Barnabas Fund petition, being presented io the United Nations Human Rights Commission
in April, will be well received and will bring about the desired changes in Muslim countries.

.. for peace in Macedgnia. Ethnic Albanian rebels continue to threaten hundreds of families.
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Friday, April 5, 2002. Please pray

... forthe &weeé Instirute of Islamic Studies which begins next week at Asia Pazaf 2 Theological Seminary
in Baguio, Philippines. Pray for safety in travel for all the participants, and that they will be greatly
impacted through the interaction with others involved in ministry among Muslims.

. for move workers at every level of outreach. Because of the added awareness created by the events af
September 11, every ministry involved with Muslim outreach is hard pressed for adequate workers to meer
growing demands. Pray that God will provide in each situation.

. Jor the Christian minorsty in Egypt. Though subjected to persecution before, the tide seems to be
rising again and in some rural areas Christians are threatened into praying for protection.

.. for Christians who are being persecuted in Ethiopia. Pray that God will strengthen, protect and pro-
vide for them.

Friday, April 12, 2002, Please pray

. for a miracle of protection for Christians in the Malufus of Indonesia. Thousands are in danger of
being exterminated. Pray God will use all types of leaders to stop the terrorists’ violence.
..jor the widespread distribution of Bibles. The Bible League estimates that 200 million Christians
worldwide do not have a Bible, and that at least 2 billion would eagerly receive and read one if given
the opportunity.

. for Chistians in Irag who have been denied food in ration distribution and told to ask America for
food instead. Pray the Lord will give His Iraqi children peace, protection and provision.

. for protection of Christian workers in Muslim countries as anti-western sentiment continues to rise.

Friday, April 19, 2002. Please pray

.. that Noor vl Haq magazines that are being prayerfully placed in offices in Brazil where Muslims wait
will be the spark to ignite a flame of desire for the truth of Jesus Christ.

- for a Uygur believer in China who has led 15 family members to Jesus even though they threatened ro
Fill him when he became a Christian 7 years ago. Pray that this family will be used to bless other
Uygur Turks in their area.

. Jfor Christian-Muslims velations in the United States that have sometimes become volatile and tense
since 9/11. Pray that the Lord’s presence and intervention will saturate dialogues and debates.

- for move than 60 Muslim-background believers who were baptized last year in one locale in a limis-
ed-access country. Ask God to protect and care for them.

Friday, April 26, 2002, Please pray

. for relief for the 800 million hungry people, especially for relief needed in Afghanistan and Tajikistan,
which is secing one of the worst famines in decades. We cannot hope to reach them spiritually until we
have met their physical needs.

-that we as Christians would have discernment as to where we should focus sur relief efforts when we
are continually being faced with so many overwhelming disasters.

. Jor Adam House, a shelter for refugee claimants in Tovonto. It is still in the preliminary stages as
intense spiritual opposition continues to prevent it from happening. Pray that God will open the
right doors so it can move forward.

..that [slamic veligious leaders will have encounters with the Lovd like Saul had and be confronted with
the truth of the gospel.
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