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orders, . .tbejf know what you do.
Quranic reference says, And the Book shall

: and. t/aey will say: Oh! Woe to us! What a book

t_ mzts nota smﬂl[ one nor a great one but num-

The passages in the Quran that refer to Paradise
ar | too’ numerous to mention, but there are some
; es referred to repeatedly. The following reference
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have just departed from one of the most

im countries in the world—a nation officially

d to missionary work...a nation whose govern-

nt issues no missionary visas.

Ghristian bookstores for purchasing Bibles and other

gospel literature, and converting to Christianity is

against the law. One can only describe this nation as
an extremely difficult place for gospel work.

I spent six days there, traveling from city to city
with a group of college students. These young peo-
ple had come for just one reason: o witness to the
power of Jesus Christ to change the lives of Muslims.

Incredibly, we found people very open to our
friendship and experienced a powerful anointing of
the Holy Spirit as we interceded for them in prayer!

The college students were received with warmth
and hospitality over and over again. They were invit-
ed into Muslim homes for tea and conversation, and
during those times were able to share the truth of the
gospel in beautiful and creative ways.

I met new converts from Islam—wonderful and
intelligent young people who have found new spiri-
tual life through faith in Jesus Christ. Their lives
seem to overflow with joy. I was thrilled as I listened
to their Holy Spirit-inspired worship and praise in
song in a language that has been used only by
Muslims for hundreds of years.

I met some wonderful Christian workers from
other Western countries. Some were retired, giving
time that could be spent in leisure and the enjoyment
of grandchildren to the work of the Kingdom—mak-
ing faithful and significant contributions so that the
Church can be planted in a Muslim society.

One fine Christian couple had been married for
only six months. These young people were well qual-
ified academically and could easily be placed in good
jobs anywhere in the world. Yet they have chosen to
live in a city of 60,000 where there is no church.
They carry on their work in agriculture in a village
that has only one secret believer. They are making a
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significant difference in the livelihood of many poor
Muslim farmers—all for the love of Jesus Christ.

I met a single lady who has spent several years in
this country sharing the message of Jesus. When she
first went to the area, she realized that she could have
long-term involvement in the nation only if she
obtained some special training. Thus she returned to
her home country and earned a graduate degree.
That degree opens the door for her to fulfill the call
of God on her life.

My recent visit has reconfirmed that all of God’s

“heroes did not live

in years gone by.
There are still pio-
neers of the faith,
taking the mes-
sage of Chirist into
some very diffi-
cult situations at 4
genuine: personal
sacrifice "and  at
risk  to
themselves and
their families. I
have come away
from these experi-
ences challenged

some

in my own heart to do more for the Lord’s kingdom.
One fact was clear in the hearts of all of the col-

lege students traveling with me: Muslims are reach-
able! Those students have a clearer vision and deep-
er concern for reaching Muslims with the gospel,
they see the need and some are now open to invest-
ing their lives and influence to share Christ in coun-
tries that appear to be “closed.”

Friend, no country is “closed” to the work of the
Holy Spirit! No country is “closed” to men and
women who are willing to give their lives to reach
people who need a Savior! With God, all things are
possible! ("}
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fndonesia
More than 30 Islam-inspired
political parties have been formed in
Indonesia in preparation for the first
parliamentary elections of the post-
Suharto era on June 7. In a country
where 86 percent of the population
is Muslim, Christians remain a vul-
nerable minarity. Christians have an
unexpected ally in interim President
B.J. Habibie, who declared in
January, “We in this nation believe in
one God, but there are many roads
leading towards Rome.” But a
Protestant pastor in East Timor said,
“We are frightened we may live in
another Pakistan or Saudi Arabia by
the end of the year” Violence has
engulfed parts of the country. In
Ambon, 55 people were kKilled in
riots.
—Compass

Sudan

Muslim students tore up and
burned Bibles at a Christian book
fair in Khartoum. Seven Christian
students were injured in the inci-
dents. Muslim students had issued
threats during preparations for the
fair. When the fair opened, about 60
Muslims attacked the 15 Christians
with sticks and stones.

All Bibles were either torn apart
or burned, and even the tent was set
ablaze. The total damage amounted
to about US $1,000. The incident
was hardly reported in the Sudan-
ese media. An eye witness reacted
angrily: “If a Christian would have
done the same with a single page of
the Koran it would have caused a

fury in the country, but now
that piles of Bibles are burned,
it is not even mentioned on
radio or television.”

—IDB

Nigervia

February ended in Nigeria
with the very momentous vot-
ing in of Olusegun Cbasanjo
as Nigeria’s first democratical-
ly-elected president in over 15
years. For the past nine
months God has been doing
remarkable things in Nigeria in
answer to the mounting prayers of
God's people. Who could have even
DREAMED a year ago that today
Nigeria would have a BORN-AGAIN
CHRISTIAN as president-elect? A
year ago Nigeria was under the
heavy thumb of a godiess nominal
Muslim dictator and there was an
acute air of national despondency.
Today, things have totally changed.
Praise God for this national victory,
and also uphold President-elect
Obasanjo in prayer.
—PrayerNet

Kosovo

Last month saw two separate
fasts called by different Christian
churches on behalf of the war-torn
province of Kosovo (Kosova to the
Albanians). The province, which has
a 20 percent Albanian majority, is a
part of Serbia, the larger of the two
remaining republics within Yugo-
slavia. Most of the Albanian popula-
tion is seeking independence.
Fighting has flared up in the past
year between Serbian forces and
guerrillas of the Kosova Liberation
Army, which is waging a war for
independence on behalf of the
Albanian majority. However, as the
two recent fasts have shown, the
majorities of both groups do not
support armed conflict. The conflict
has already exacted a huge toll on
the Kosovan population. In 1998,
nearly 2,000 Albanians were known
to have been killed, with a further
100 in January of this year. Some
1,500 are missing. Half a miliion

people have been forced to flee their
homes. Some 450 villages have
been destroyed.

—Compass

Maldives

Cinemas in the tiny island
nation of the Maldives will not be
showing the recent animation film
“The Prince of Egypt” after the film
was banned by the authorities.

Censors banned the film for ani-
mating Mases, who is a prophet in
Muslim eyes. Islam frowns on any
depiction of prophets, and this is
why the “Jesus” film is also banned
in the island state. The Maldivian
censors even went as far as to say
that “The Prince of Egypt” was “pure
biblical propaganda’”

—IDB

Uzbekistan
Two Uzbek Pentecostals from
the Full Gospel Church face long
prison terms if convicted of charges
leveled against them last month of
using and distributing drugs.
Currently in prison in Nukus, Pastor
Rashid Turibayev and another
church member were arrested after
a search allegedly found packets
containing illegal drugs. The plant-
ing of drugs by state security agents
is used commonly by the autharitari-
an Uzbek regime against dissidents.
Except for one unconfirmed case
last year, this is the first reported use
against Christians. Turibayev was
previously sentenced in October
1997 to two years of forced labor on
charges of holding unsancticned
meetings. Although released from
prison and allowed 1o live at home,
he was reguired to hand over 20 per-
cent of his salary to local authorities
as punishment and was not allowed
to leave town. Uzbekistan enacted
harsh controls on all religious groups
last May. Members of several other
unregistered churches have been
detained and fined for holding reli-
gious gatherings in homes in the
past month.
—Compass
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¢ Madurese live in FEast Java,
nesia, and on Madura Island. This
caded, needy people has rejected
the few serious attempts to bring them
the good news. Each of these attempts
has been an object of Satan’s strong
opposition, according to the report in
Operation World.

Of the 12 million Madurese, there
are fewer than 500 known Christians.
But God has not forgotten the Madurese; He has a
master plan to bring them into the Kingdom.
Perhaps Husein* and his wife Fatima™ are key instru-
ments in this plan.

Husein, a young Madurese man, had been invit-
ed by his friend Benny to artend the International
Assembly that was being held in a local hotel. He
enjoyed the services and felt free to come regularly
because of this locale. However, he was hesitant to
give his heart to Christ. Still, he kept coming to the
services,

In October 1998, Husein’s wife Fatima became ill
with tuberculosis. By the end of November, her con-
dition had become critical. With no hope and no
money for medicine, Husein went to see his friend
Benny. He desperately needed encouragement and
someone to lean on in this time of hopelessness.

As Benny and Husein were talking at abourt 8:30
p-m., Sunjaya, the young pastor of another church in
the city, joined them. They immediately went to
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prayer for Husein’s wife.

At precisely that same
time, Fatima, alone in
her house, heard a knock
at her door. Struggling,
she answered, “Come
in.” But there was no
response.

A second time, she
heard the knock.

Confused by the lack
of response previously, she called out, “Who is it?”

This time a voice answered, “I've come to heal
you.”

Mustering all of her strength, Fatima went to
open the door. As she did so, a gentle breeze blew
through the door and she was totally healed.

When Husein returned home and found out
what had happened, he was overwhelmed with awe.
He accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior!

Could it be that God is raising up Husein to be
an evangelist to bring healing to his Madurese peo-
ple?

We do not know precisely how God is planning
to bring the gospel to the Madurese, but we do know
that it is His will to not only bring physical health
and healing to Madurese Fatimas but to also bring
these needy people spiritual healing.

Let us join in prayer that God’s master plan will
soon result in many Madurese coming to know

Christ as Savior and Lord. '
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.for God to touch the hearts of Malay leaders: the King of Malaysia Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuan’ku Jaafar; Prime Minister Dr. Mahathir; and others in government.

... for the protection of the government of Turkey from all whe seck ro destabilize it. Several
attacks planned by a militant Islamic group in Germany have been thwarted.

... Jor Serap, a young Kurdish givl who was abducted last December by a Kurdish terrorist group
in Germany. Ask God to perform a miracle on her behalf and also to help her parents.

- Jor a-Semali-woman-who is a believer living in Darwin, Australia. Pray that she will be
encouraged in her family situation.

.. for the Saharawi, an Arab-Berber people numbering about 200,000 who live in Western
Sahara, Algeria, Mauritania, and the Canary Ilands. Pray that God will raise up Spanish
speaking missionaries to bring them the gospel.

..for the studenis who will be studying slamics in the Ukraine the next three weeks. The CMM

team member who is teaching this course desires for this training to make an impact.

for the candidate missionaries who will be attending the Islamics courses sponsoved jointly by
the Assemblies of God Theological Seminary and CMM. Pray that they will apply themselves
diligently to these studies for the next two weeks.

. for a former Muskim prisoner who recently helped baptize 20 of bis fellow inmates. Pray that
his ministry will continue to be effective.

.. Jor all the Christian domestic workers who have been deported back to the Philippines from
Saudi Arabia. Pray that they will be encouraged and find new places to minister.

. for Kurdish families who have sought refige in the United Kingdom. Many cannot cope with
loneliness, unemployment and new freedom. Broken homes are common outcomes.

..for Presidenr Habibie and bis cabinet in Indonesia that they will make right decisions in
dealing with the economic and social conditions in the country, thar justice will prevail.
.. thar Christians will no longer be satisfied with comfortable evangelism. Pray that more
Christians will actively pursue the most difficult unreached people groups in the world.

for all expatriate Christians in Saudi Arabia, especially for those who were arrested and
their families. Pray for God’s guidance concerning future witness in this country.

.. for a camping program which is seeking to minister to the youth of Bosnia and Croatia. Pray
for those who have made commitments to Christ during this summer program.

... for the African national missionaries who will be participating next week in a missions train-
ing seminar in Malamwi, Pray God will give wisdom to the CMM team member who will be
teaching,
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Jar all who are secking to use the Intevner Jor witness to Muslims. 7

. Jor a strong church ameng 10 million Muslim Saudi Arabs. Pray that many will be
exposed to Christian literature, radio broadcasts and the Jesus film.

Jor the work of the Institute of Bible Translation (located in Stockholm, Sweden). They have
translations in progress in Kazak, Karakalpak, Uygur, Dungan and Baluchi, Pray that God
will bless this ministry and help them in the preparation of these needy translations.

w.that Christian English teachers will be called of God to live with and love the Malays.
Malaysia is actively recruiting English teachers.

. Jor the presentation of Veggie-Tales in Avabic, Farsi and Turkish. Middle East Video
(MEV) believes that children of the Middle East will enjoy biblical truths portrayed
through these tales too.

- Jor the many Christian refugees in Kbartoum North, Sudan. The government has again
destroyed many of their makeshift homes along with their fragile existence. Pray for God’s
intervention and public protest by world Christians.

..that a strong church may be built among the Muslim-animistic Wadaabe Fula people of
Niger and Mali.

Jor the lsawa of Nigevia whose founder was executed as a hevetic by orthodox Muslims.
Numbering about 1 million, they are closer aligned to Christianity than to Islam. Pray the
Lord will call workers with a burden to bring these people into the full light of the gospel.
...for King Hassan and those in authority in Morocco. King Hassan has begun liberalizing
the country politically and economically. Pray that he will also make the country more
open to Christian worship.

. Jor refugees who have been fleeing into Albania and Macedonia from the violence in
Kosovo. Pray for God’s intervention in this desperate situation.

... Jor the many illiterate people of Burkina Faso who now have the oppertunity to hear the
Word of God through recorded messages in their own languages.

.. Jor continued outreach to Muslims by Christians in Australia. Many Scripture portions
were given to Muslim visitors at the Centre of Friendship in Sydney last year.

... Jor Muslims in Jordan whe have come to faith in Christ, whether openly or in secret. Pray
they may grow in their faith.

...Jor protection for Algerian belicvers in the climate of violence that pervades their country.
Pray Giod will give them boldness to share their faith with anyone who needs hope.
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