-"Co'ns\;:queﬁtly, Muslims ha’Ve not seen "the need for as fad__— I

ical a solution:

- The Common Muslim Diagnosis of Human Nature
The East African Muslim, Badru Kateregga, notes that
.. Muslims believe that man is fundamentally a good and
" dignified creature. He is not a fallen being.” The late
Isma’il al-Farugi goes on to affirm, “Islam denies, there-
fore, that God had to ransom humanity by‘means of obla-
tion and sacrifice”

. Muslims support these views with such Qur’anic verses

j as Surah 30:30, which speaks of “the state of natural puri-
"ty (fitra) in “which He created people.” Al-Bukhari, the
leading compiler of traditions about Muhammad, attrib-

" support in oni Qur’amc acc u

story. Surafi 20:115 says, “We [G d] made a covenant
with Adam befmfe but he forgot, and we found in him no
determination.” As a consequence of I’]JS act, Adam

descended from the Garden to the earth “for a time,” after
~ which God turned toward him [in merey] (2:36-37)—

without any need for an atonement,

Subsequently God'p1'01niseé.' gtliaﬁlice and that whoever
follows it shall have no fear or sorrow in contrast to the
disbelievers who will inhabit the fire (2:38-39). The “fall-

en” seem capable of following God’s guidance without-

new life and transformation. They do not, with Paul, cry:

“I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do.

continued on page 4
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SINNERS—-BUT NO SAVIOR

I asked my friend Tarig, “When you have sinned, what do
you do?” Haltingly, he answered, “The first thing is that
T’m not sure how to define sin, but T know when I have
sinned because my conscience bothers me. | take a long
shower and try to make myself clean before God. Then [
pray extra prayers and ask God for his mercy and forgive-
ness. If T am fasting during the month of Ramadan, I am
more hopeful that God will pardon my sins.”

I have asked many Muslims the same question and all of
them answer in a similar fashion, Never once has a
Muslim said anything close to “I am a sinner and need a
mediator, a savior”

In Dudley Woodberry’s article on page one he quotes the
East African Muslim writer and theologian, Badru
Kateregga, who said, “Muslims believe that man is funda-
mentally a good and dignified creature. He is not a fallen
being” Muslim scholars have always taught that sing are
no more than acts of wrongdoing, breaches of the laws of
Islam, which can be remedied by good deeds, repentance
and the forgiveness of God. Sinfulness, as a state of the
soul motivating humankind instinctively towards evil, is
not a part of Islamic theology.

Tn Sharing the Gospel With Muslims John Gilchrist points

out that the Qur’an uses two words which are usually

translated simply as “sin,” namely dhanb and khatiah, and
also often uses the word dhulm meaning “wrong”

Muslims have traditionally distinguished between two
types of sin, kabirah—the “great” sins, and saghirah—the
“little” sins. The first are serious misdemeanors which, if
not repented of, will lead to punishment, and the second
are venial errors which are common to all believers and
will be forgiven more easily. The Hadith records teach that
Muhammad regarded seven sins as more heinous than all
others, as in this text:

Abu Hurairah reported the Apostle of Allah as saying:
Refrain from seven sins which cause destruction. He was
asked, What are they, Apostle of Allah? He replied: To
assign a partner to Allah, magic, to kill a soul (man)
which is prohibited by Allah except for which is due, to
take usury (interest), to consume the property of an
orphan, to retreat on the day of battle, and to slander
chaste women, indiscreet but believing.

— Sunan Abu Dawud, Vol. 2, p. 809( \

It has often been said that sin has created a Christ-shaped
vacuum in every person’s heart. This is absolutely true
and, no matter what a Muslim may be taught to belicve
about himself, it’s true of him too. Only Jesus can fill the
dark void in the depths of the heart caused by the devas-
tating effect of human sinfulness.

Jesus said the Holy Spirit would come to convict the
world of sin (John 16:8) and, by praying for Muslims and
witnessing to them, believing Christians can depend on
the Spirit to open the hearts of Muslims to see their own
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CMM NEWS

One exciting development taking
place today is the growing involve-
ment in world missions by churches
outside the United States. For
decades, churches in America have
been sponsoring thousands of mis-
sionaries and outreach programs to
plant churches abroad. In turn, many
planted churches have matured to the
level where they too can now send
laborers into the fields of harvest.
Because the 1.2 billion Muslim peo-
ple represent the largest bloc of
unreached people in the world, some
of these Third-world churches are
turning their attention to the peoples
of Islam. '

One of these growing and dynam-
ic churches is the Centro Cristiano
de Guayagquil (Christian Center of
Guayaquil) of Ecuador, South
America, pastored by missionary
Jerry Smith and his team of associ-
ates. Two CMM team members were
invited to the Centro Cristiano de
Guayaquil to speak and teach at a
six-day missions convention, which
focused on the Muslim world. The
seminar sessions held during the
convention averaged 440 attendees.
In addition, two Sunday services
hosted an attendance of 2400 people.
One evening session featured a
drama and parade displaying the
flags of the Islamic countries of the
Middle East. The activities of the
convention were arranged by the
local congregation. As God raises up
Third-world laborers, we pray for

- more. Surely “The Time Has Come”

for a bountiful harvest throughout
the world of Islam!—CMM

KAZAKHSTAN

More than 120 representatives of 18
religions met in Astana to condemn
terrorism and advance the cause of
religious tolerance. The Muslim
president of Kazakhstan, Mursultan
Nazarbayev, promised to build a
palace for the new organization, the
Congress of World and Traditional
Religions. His country is roughly
half Christian (Orthodox) and half
Muslim, but also includes some 40
other religious groups and 100 ethnic
minorities. The number of mosques
has grown from 46 in 1988 to 1,623
last year, while the number of
Russian Orthodox churches has
grown from 62 to 225 in the same
period.—Pulse

SAUDI ARABIA
After last spring’s iriple suicide
bombings in Riyadh, authorities
began to crack down on Islamic rad-
icals. Three big terrorist cells have
been uncovered. Quite unexpectedly,
the government moved against the
country’s 50,000 mosques. Most
preachers try to stay out of politics,
but some 1,000 imams have been
removed from their pulpits and taken
to Riyadh for “re-education”” The
program aims to steer them from
radicalism and to encourage toler-
ance of non-Muslims.—Pulse

EGYPT
In a harsh crackdown, Egypt’s state
security police arrested and tortured
a Christian couple of Muslim back-
ground, along with 11 other
Egyptian citizens accused of forging
Christian identity papers for former

Muslims. Mohammed Ahmed Fmam
Kordy and his wife Sahar El-Sayed
Abdel Ghany were arrested in
Alexandria last October. The police
action apparently came after the wife
was implicated in a complaint
extorted under police torture that she
had helped another Fgyptian woman
secure false identity papers. At least”
10 more Christians have since been
detained and subjected to torture in
the sweep, said to be headed by two
security police officers known for
illegal and cruel tactics against
Christian converts.—Compass

ERITREA
Government authorities in the capital
of Asmara sealed the complex of the
Full Gospel Church, ordering the
church staff to evacuate the building
permanently last October. The large
complex had served as the Full
Gospel Church’s headquarters and
meeting place for 11 years.
Meanwhile, Compass has confirmed
that of the 62 young people arrested
and locked into metal containers last
August for having Bibles in their
possession at the Sawa summer mil-
ttary camp, all but six have been
released. Another 12 young evangel-
icals from Asmara’s Dubre Bethel
Church arrested during a house
prayer meeting in September are still
refusing to sign a denial of their faith
to gain release. Following other
arrests in Massawa, Adi-Abytoao,
Keren, Mendefera, Adi-kualla,
Nakfa and Adi-Kihe, a current total
of 180 evangelical Christians are
known to be jailed for their faith in
Eritrea.—Compass
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the good T want, but the evil I do not want is what I do”
(Romans. 7:18-19). Since Muslims do not utter the same cry
of despair, they do.not feel the need for the new life of God’s
spirit (cf. Rom. 8) : : :

_ Indlcatlons that the Problem is More Critical

A closer look at the Qur’an mdxcates that the human predica-
ment may be greater than what Mushms ‘have observed
above When we revisit: the Adam ‘and Eve’ story in the
Qur an, we see flrst the angels eoncern that if humans are
put on the earth, they will do corrupnon there and shed blood
(2: 30). Even the devil foretells that he will pervert and sub-
]ugate most of them (15 39 17 62) '

In parallel acéounts of the Adam and Eve story’ in the Qur’an,
Adar is not described as fotgetting God’s prohibition but is
even reminded of it by Satan (7:20), and by ¢ating the fruit
he rebelled against his Lord and went astray (20:121). Adam
rejects the type of creatirehood that God assigns to him in
the Qur’an by attemptmg to become like angels or immortals
(7:20; 20: 120-121)

Fmally, in the Qur an, as in the Blble Adam and Eve both
know they have done wrong (7:23; Genesis 3:17) and feel
shame (7:22; 20:121; Genesis 3:7-10).

_ Impltcatwns for Humamty of Adam s Fuilure _
A key question is whether the Adam and Eve story has any
nnphcatmns for the human raee Kateregga said Muslims
belicve that “man” “is not a fallen bemg ” Yet there are
Muslims who aclmow]edge a conncction between the Adam
and Eve story and the human COﬂdltIOIl

Abt "I TTusain Mushm, ‘the second most authontaﬁve com-
piler of traditions about Muhammad, tecounts a story attrib-
uted to Muhammad in which Moses says to’Adam, “‘Because
of your s1n, you caused mankmd to: comie down to earth ”

Some Mushm scholars note that humans repeat the actions
of-Adam and Eve. The Qur’an notes that Satan tempts “the
children of Adam™ (7: 26-27), and Tirmidhi; one of the com-
pilers. of the six. “canonical” Sunni ¢ollections of traditions
about Muhammad, attributes to hitn the words FAdam forgot
and ate of the tree and his’ offsprmg forgot Adam sinned and
hls offspnng sipned”’

The Egyptlan wnter Kamﬂ Husam does not go as far as to
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say that human nature has a bias to wrong, but he does sce
the story of Adam as symbolic of the human condition and as
dealing with the fundamental nature of humans.

Another contemporary scholar from Morocco, Uthman
Yahya, distinguished two states in humans: “the first is his
original constitution, the prototype created in the image of
God; the second man is his actual condition” The latter he
describes with Qur’anic support as feeble (4:28), despairing
(11:9), unjust (14:34), quarrelsome (16:4), tyrannical (96 6),
and lost (105:2). He then asks, “...if...man, as he actuaﬂy is,

is capable of living in perfect blessedness, where is salvation
and by what means is it to be made real?” Yahya gives the
traditional Muslim answer—divine gmdance Christians
would ask, “Is that enough?” -

When we look at the Qur’anic survey of history, we see little
to support the view that human nature is good. There it
recounts that each conumunity is sent an apostle (16:36), but
one after another they reject him (e.g., 15:10-11; 50:12- 14)

It concludes, “Most men are not believers” (12:103). If
human nature is good, we might ask why, according to the
Qur’an, do most people reject right guidance?

(J



5 ECTIVE OF SIN

s:'..Qu'r.’.an does have hints that the problem is greater. For

iphar’s wife, still notes, “The soul is certainly an inciter to
vil” (12:53). This confession led Ahmad Zaki at the 1956/57
gssion of the Arabic Academy in Cairo to conclude that the
1 of humans can be inherently wrongdoing.

uran goes as far as to say, “If God were to punish

ns for their w1ongdoing, He would not leave a single
creature” (16 61) If this is the Qur’anic verdict, is there not

“Man’s calamity i

~ his carnal desires,

- and this exists in
everybody, and it
is rooted in the
nature of man.”

three aspects of the covenant that are significant.
1rs there is a Person behind the law. God is described as
giving the covenantal commands in the Qur'an (5:7) as in the
Bible (Exodus 20:1-2). Therefore, sin is rebellion against

xample, J oseph, after successfully rejecting the advances of

God {(e.g., Surah 777, {saiah 59:2)..

Second, the covenant 18 described as revealed (3:81-84.;
Exodus 20:1-2). Sin, therefo_re, is disbelief (e.g., Surah 3:86). -, -

Finally, the Mosaic form of the covenant i the basis of law, O
SO sin is a rfangresszon of that law (Surah 2:229; Joshua '
7:11). Thus, there are snml_antx_e_s_between the Qur’anic and _::'-_:_'
biblical uhderstandmgs of 'sni Yet there is a contrast between
their understandings of the function of the law, especially in = -
the New Testament. The New Testanlent describes the human .

predicament which we only. see _hmts of in the Qur’an,

There continues to be an awareness in the Muslim cominuni-

ty that sin is a problen in human nature, The traditionalist al-
Bulkhari attributes to Muhammad the words, “Satan touches
every child when he is born...except Mary and her son.”

Muhammad’s earliest biographer describes a dream that the _ S

Arabian Prophet had in which two men in white raiment

extracted a black drop from his heart and then washed it.
clean. Ibn Hanbal, the founder of one of the four orthodox = =
Sunni schools of law, related that companions of Muhammad - -~
confessed to him, “We have no control over our hearts”. = .
Muhammad did not take issue with their awareness of their .-

" condition but only referred them to the Qur’anic “God B

- charges no soul save to it capacity” (2:286).

In Muslim theology and philosophy we see the concep.t_._:o_f -c_il—
nafs al-ammara (the uncontrolled appetitive soul or carnal -
desire), which is always there to lead astray. Ibn Hazm, a |

champion of fundamentalism, believed that the human soul,
if left to itself, is spontaneously inclined to dishonesty. Al-

(hazali, the most celebrated of Muslim theologians, belleved g

that the fall was repeated by each individual.

One of the clearest statements is by the late Imam Khomeini, .= °
on the occasion of the inauguration of President Khomene’i - = ©
in 1985, when he said, “Man’s calamity is his carnal desires, =
and this exists in everybody, and it is rooted in the nature of . %"
man.” Such a diagnosis calls not for right guidance. alone but SR
new birth, with its divine transformation of our nature. SRR

This article is condensed from a chapter in a book by CMM
called “Through Muslim Eyes” You can receive a copy of

this book by sending $2 to CMM, 2032 E. Kearney, Ste 205, _

Springfield, MO 65803.
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Frlday, March 5 2004 Please pray

zﬁ’mg Muskms” by quotmg the Qur an
Chnstlans Pray_. for jU,StICE: in ’shls case,

Islamlc headscarf in state schools as all the C isti
equity and protectlon for Christian students. " o L

o ofor Christian Uzbekis who are contmaaﬂ[v bemg harassed tm_ 4 f' ned..-_ 2
ture 1s bemg burned, churches are bemg banned and Chr_lsnans arc -bemg Ja"

o prob!ems of terroﬂsm ami carmptmn in fﬁdoﬁesm. Pray that he
_' cause her to opcn hersclf to Jesus Chnst as hcr mom dld before

makmg it difflcult o get accurate stansucs ' "'_ G

o that God will thwart the impact of | Is!am in szbabwe whcre only 1 pcrccnt of'the
: ulatmn is Mushm leya has gamed an economlc 1nﬂuence for Is '
: .rupt Mugab ' reglmc : : -

: -'.Fri:dét:ji,--Ma h 26 2004 Please pray s >
for secret b_eltevers in tize mtense!y hostd’e eartland of Is!am and for thosc th try

: hearts fo the gospel. An mcreasmg number of Amencans and Eu:fop
'-.'mgtoIslam S : P
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Fnday, ‘April 2; 2004.: Please pray. Seh AR :
: : ﬁn’ tke Cmspansared 8-Week Instztute of Islamzc Studzes wkzch begms next week at'

“anofOR sw;ﬁ stabdzty to Imq Mobile medical clmzcs are bemg establlshed in Iraq to prov1de'.
care for both Chnsuans and Mushms e '
wJor @ teacher in Bangladesh who has made a pmfesswn ef fmz‘h in Christ, Pray that as
he diligently. read_s the Scnptures he W111 grow i falth Pray for h}s protectlon and that his

that God Wﬂi‘ supply mote laborers and Increase the frult in these church' :

.:_'Frlday,- _prll 16 2004 Please pray oo g
Luithat woinen who live in countries that are hostde to Cknsnamty wdl be enabled to tum
- despair into kape through help in training them to read and prepare for @ vocation,
iyiifor twe Palistani mien who were sentenced to life.in prison. Their famlhes are_fmdmg
“it-difficult as _y__éontmuaily receive threats. from Muslims in the communlty

o for wisdom for Christian leaders in Evritréq who find it dlﬂ"lcult to lead then‘ fellowsmps
{m an atmosphere ofi mcreasmg fear and uncertamty :

' Frlday, Apr:l 23 2004 Please pray e 2
Jofor the howuse fellowsitq:s of womnien believers in Dﬂbautz, that they w111 be strong 1n the
. Lord and able to withstand the persecution, harassment and poverty in their situations.”
vofBr 8., @ Christian worker in Turkey; who is working to open a Christian bookstore
Pray he will have:many opportumtles to share the hope and healing he has found.
.Jthat the Shiite Muslim vefugees in Lebanon, who are mostly women and ckddren,
may ﬁmi the !ove of' Christ and respond fo Hzm. -:: =

Frlday, Ap __0 2004 Please pray ' :

.Jor @ number of cliurches in ﬁsrkmemstan Uzbektstm and Azerbaqan w!m have been
banned from: worshspmg Pray chtirch members will remain firm in their faith.
o that God will empower Tragi Christians for withess as their nation is being rebuilt. Pray
i _3that d1v1s1_ between trad1t10na1 Chnstlans and underground evangehcals will be eradi-
- eated and umity of 1 purpose will prevall
Laafor Ckrzstians in Egvpt who are- actwe!y sharmg Chmt even tkaugk it is zllegal 10
-"_.'evangehze Mashms fhere. Pray for God S protecnon and His provlsmn of all their needs. (\
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