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ne significant difference between Muslims in
O general and Western Christians in particular is
their time orientation. Westerners are basically
future-oriented. Not only do we dream and plan for
the future, but we delight to tread where none have
gone before, We pride ourselves in being great
explorers, inventors and innovators that lead to new
discoveries, new methods, new fashions and new
fads. We learn to live in a flux of constant change
because change has become for us a mark of
progress, and forward progress is viewed as good and
necessary for human survival and improvement. The
past becomes buried in the pages of history books
and eventually forgotten. After all, who cares about
the past. What's done is done. It cannot be changed.
On now to the future. We glory in a future that rep-
resents for us an unlimited reservoir of untapped
potential wherein we continually strive for bigger and
better things!

In contrast to this mindset, Muslims glory in the past,
Generally they are past-oriented people and therefore
place great importance upon events of the past, peo-
ple of the past and teachings of the past. With this
deep regard for the past comes the necessity to pre-
serve the past. That is why tradition plays such an
important role in the lives of Muslims.

A Matter of Honor: This honor for the past is intri-
cately interwoven with respect for parents, elders and
ancestors. By showing honor, each generation is
expected to live life as it was lived by its forefathers,
As each succeeding generation does things exactly as
its predecessors, the possibility for change from gen-
eration to generation is minimal. Change for most
Muslims is viewed as an undesirable intruder. .

This obsession for preserving the past becomes even
more significant when we understand that for devout
Muslims, more important than honor for parents and
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How then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in
the one of whom they have not heard?
... Romansio:i4:.

nderstanding Hadith Traditions: The last issue of

Intercede dealt with jihad. “Our Qur’an does not
approve of that” has been a typical post 9/11 response by
Muslim clerics. Much of their belief about jihad, however,
does not come from the Qur’an, but from Hadith (tradi-
tion) literature, In this issue’s Jead article, Harry Morin
says, “Though most Muslims speak only of the Qur’an
when explaining Islam to a western andience, it is impor-
tant for Christians to become acquainted with this hidden
aspect of Islam [Hadith].”

Phil Parshall writes in Understanding Muslim Teaching
and Tradition, “For many years T had missed one of the
key components to the attitudes and actions of Muslims...
I was surprised to learn that only a minority of Muslims
have ever encountered a book of Hadith. Their informa-
tion is filtered to them through their Islamic teachers and
oral tradition.”
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Muslim theologians found that the Qur’an was inadequate
as the sole guide for all occasions. Since Muhammad’s life
had exemplary value and was held as the perfect model by
the faithful, compilations of his words and actions
addressing every conceivable situation evolved.

Hadith passages provide descriptions of the prophet’s
mode of dress; his gestures; his manner of standing, sit-
ting, walking, speaking; and the way he washed his hands,
ate his food, used a toothpick and tied his turban.

Muhammad’s views on any subject were noted, and his
personal opinions on community relationships, women,
the family, society and warfare, and even his casual
remarks about his preferences and prejudices on topics
like poetry and music, provided guiding precepts and were

~ considered legally binding.

In order to establish the authenticify of any particular

Hadith, it was necessary to trace the text back to
Muhammad himself, A Hadith might be phrased to indi-
cate succession in this way: “It was told to us by Muadh
ibn Hasan, who received it from Abdullah ibn Ali, who
heard it from Abdul-Rahman to whom it was related by
Abu Huraira (one of the companions of the prophet) that
Muhammad said, ‘The wearing of silk is unfitted for God-
fearing men.””

In the lead article Harry Morin has done an excellent job
of defining Hadith and how the gathering process func-

‘tioned. It is surprising for many to learn of the immensity

of Hadith literature. Just my nine volume Arabic-English
collection of Al-Bukhari’s Hadith is 4,705 pages! Please
refer to page three for Hadith examples from Sahih Al-
Bukhari’s Hadith.

Acquaint yourself with Islam’s Hadith literature and you
will be amazed at how much of the Tslamic belief system
has its roots there. May the Lord Jesus give us the
patience and wisdom to delve below the surface and pre-

pare ourselves to understand more precisely “where_U
Muslims are coming from.” We can then meet them with™~

an anointed, powerful and informed presentation of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Afghanistan

For the first time since 1992 when
Muslim groups took the capital and
restricted women’s activities, the
government is letting women take
tests for drivers licenses. Tn April, 30
women began the driving course, but
most failed the test on car repair and
traffic signs. The remaining 12 took
the final: driving a haggard Toyota 75
feet along an L-shaped course for-
ward and in reverse.—Pulse

Malaysia

Muslim authorities have loosened
polygamy laws to dissuade men from

_sneaking abroad to marry new wives.

Under Malaysia’s current law, a

™ Muslim man can have up to four

wives, but must get signed permis-
sion from existing wives and the state
religious department. Spousal con-
sent has now been abolished, making
existing wives’ permission irrelevant
to the legal process,—Pulse '

Egypt

An Egyptian court issued a long-
awaited refrial verdict in February,
which virtually acquitted the accused
murderers of 21 Coptic Christians
massacred in southern Egypt in
January 2000. During a three-day
rampage, Sohag province’s predomi-
nantly Christian village of El-Kosheh
was looted and burned by uncon-
trolled mobs. In addition to the 21
Christian victims, another 33 were
wounded, some maimed for life, and
260 of their homes and businesses
were looted or destroyed. A year after
the carnage, the Sohag Criminal
Court found four of the 96 suspects
guilty—not of murder, but of vandal-
ism and illegal possession of
weapons. The Coptic Al-Keraza
magazine called the verdict “a source
of disappointment to all Copts.” Al-
Keraza declared that the court deci-
sion “left a deep wound in their souls
and a scar in their memory that time
will not erase.”—Compass

Indonesia

Indonesia’s first Islamic court
opened in the northwest province of
Aceh as thousands celebrated. The
legislature has instituted sharia, the
Islamic legal code based on the
Qur’an. The new court can punish
Muslims who propagate beliefs other
than Islam, fail to attend Friday
prayers three times in a row, or sell
food, cigarettes or drinks in daylight
during the fasting month of
Ramadan. Officials said the court
will eventually handie murder, adul-
tery and theft cases. 5,000 people in
the city of Banda Aceh marched,
sang Muslim songs and chanted to
mark the maunguration of the court,
which coincided with Islamic New
Year celebrations. The government
of Indonesia has tried to maintain
religious neutrality. However, the
country’s estimated population of
220 million is 80 percent Muslim,
making it the world’s most populous
Muslim nation.—Compass

Narrated Abu Humna (regaldmg the names of God) :
Allah’s Apobtlu [Muhammad] said, “Allah has ninety-nine names, one—humhed less one; and he who memorizes them

~ all by hcmt wzll enter Pamdlse To count something means to know it by hefut

Narrated Ibn Abb% (regmdmg gender)

The Plophet cmbed effeminate men and those women who assume mianners of men and he satd, “Tum thun out of

Nanated Abu S'ud al-Khudri: (wgudmg preparation for ptayei)
The P1ophet sald “Ghusol [full bath] on Friday is compulbmy for evely.Mushm reaching the a‘re of pubenty”

Nduated }“Ilidhalf"l {regarding forbidden items) : : :
The Prophet forbade us to drink out of gold and silver vessels, or eat fmm them, and also forbade the wearing of silk.
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ancestors is homor for their God and their prophet,
Muhammad, who lived 1,400 years ago. Muslims believe
that as sole creator of the universe, God has instituted laws
that govern the working order of everything that exists, from
the huge planets of the solar system to the minutest particles
of the atom, And for harmony to prevail, every existing body
must function in strict accordance to the design criteria of the
Creator, Muslims believe every act of every individual must
be performed according to God’s laws for the community of
humankind to function properly and harmoniously.

Divine Law for Every Aspect of Haman Activity: This
premise leads to the belief that God has prescribed a divine
law for all aspects of human activity. That is why the life of
a devout Muslim is deeply intertwined with his religion. It is
his religion that provides intricate regulations covering the
whole gamut of human experience, such as rules for human
conduct, interpersonal relationships, bodily functions, bedy
care and ritual worship. When a Muslim speaks of Islam as
“surrender to God,” he takes it in a comprehensive and liter-
al sense. For him, every act related to human life must be
surrendered to God’s will, which is, of course, defined by
God’s laws. These laws become critical because they serve as
divine guidance, which represents for the Muslim the only
means of salvation and peace for the human race.

Qur’an—The Primary Source of Divine Law: Where do
we find a collection of such detailed instructions? Cur first
guess is the Qur’an, Islam’s holy book. But the Qur’an main-
ly speaks in terms of broad principles. The Qur’an estab-
lishes prayers, but offers few details regarding ablution, pos-
ture and content. The Qur’an talks about giving to the poor,
but doesn’t specify how much. The Qur'an prescribes the
pilgrimage to Mecca, but says little about its ceremonies.

- Muhammad—Pattexrn for Ceonduct: There are many
issues that beg detail. How should a Muslim greet a non-
Muslim? How should a Muslim eat? What clothing can be

worn? How should the body be maintained? How should the -

dead be buried? What are the rules for interaction with the
opposite gender? The questions are endless, and where does
the Muslim find responses to these questions? The Qur’an
points him to the answer, “You have indeed in the Messenger
of Allah (prophet Muhammad) a beautiful pattern (of con-
duct) for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the final Day
and who engages much in the praise of Allah” (33:21).

Intercede 4

Coupled with other verses admonishing Muslims to obey and
follow Muhammad, Muslims have taken this verse to mean
the life of Muhammad is the one and only ideal model for
human conduct and therefore the one to be emulated by ail
believers. They believe in imitating Muhammad in every
detail of human activity to follow the divine laws of God.
That is why Muhammad’s loyal companions were careful to
remember his deeds and memorize his words.

Hadith—Repository of Divine Prescriptions: In the death

of Muhammad, and the eventual deaths of his companions,

this information became extremely critical, for it provided

the sole repository of divine prescriptions for the religious .

community and the world at large. Consequently, individual

)‘

took it upon themselves to collect every iota of this informa- ="

tion and record it in writing for the sake of preservation for
future generations. These written compilations became
known as Ahadith (sing. ITadith), meaning narrations, and



(

o

since multiple individuals undertook this task, there is more
than one Hadith. As many as eight major Hadith provide
thousands of pages of detailed sayings and instructions
attributed to Muhammad. One major Hadith, entitled Sahih
al-Bukhari and compiled in 879 A.D., has over 7,000 entries.

Though most Muslitns speak only of the Qur'an when
explaining Islam to a Western audience, it is important for

Christians to become acquainted with this hidden aspect of
Islam. The Hadith helps the devout Muslim to follow the
cxample or “sunnah” of his beloved prophet. Aside from
recording the deeds of Muhammad, the Hadith also records
the sayings of Muhammad. These sayings, and not the
Qur’an, provide the detailed material found in Islamic folk-
lore, history and beliefs. These components of Islamic tradi-
tion provide the missing pieces not found in the Qur’an, For
example, who was the mother of Ishmael? Who were

Muhammad’s wives and how did he treat them? What are the
details of Muhammads night journey into heaven? The
Qur’an speaks of Jesus as “the Sign of the Hour,” but what
will Jesus do when he returns to the world? The Qur’an says
-that God will punish the apostate from Islam, but should he
be punished by Islamic authorities as well? Why do orthodox
Muslims avoid pictures in their homes and dogs as pets?
‘Why do they practice circumeision when the Qur’an is silent
on this issue? What do they recite when they finger through
their siring of prayer beads? What should be the Muslim’s
view regarding abortion and homosexuality? Why do they
blow into their hands and rub their faces when they pray?
What is significant about the braying of a donkey and the
crowing of a rooster? Why is a wedding feast such an impor-
tant event? The answers to these questions, and many more,
ate not in the Qur’an, but in the literature of the Hadith!

Importance of Christian Understanding: Why is it impor-
tant for Christians to know about a Muslim’s attachment to
Islamic tradition, and the Hadith literature? The answer goes
back to the issue of honoring the past and people of the past.
Muslims honor God by honoring the one whom they per-
ceive to be the messenger of God—the prophet Muhammad.
Muslims honor Muhammad by following his example with
zealous devotion. TFor Muslims, the traditions that revolve
around Islam and its prophet are sacred and must be pre-
served at all costs! To allow any change would amount to
compromise worthy of divine retribution. Therefore,
Westerners, including well-meaning Christians, who are
viewed as the leading proponents for change, are regarded as
cnemies to the institutions of the Islamic faith, which are
believed to be absolute,

As Christians, can we gain anything from this understanding
of the Muslim’s perspective on tradition and his regard for
the laws of Islam and the example of Muhammad? Perhaps
this discussion can help us to reconsider our position regard-
ing absolutes in terms of ethical standards and moral con-
duct. Perhaps it can cause us to reflect upon our own passion
to follow the example of Christ. Perhaps it can prod us fo
consider the depth of our commitment to the things of God
and our concern for biblical holiness. Perhaps it can remind
us of the words of cur Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who said,
“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that
of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certain-
Iy not enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:20) @
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classes sit and where the government holds its meetin -
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[ urge, then, first of
all that requests,
prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be
made for everyone.
(I Timothy 2:1, NIV)
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