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Terrorism, suicide missions, the collapse of the twin
s, America strikes back, anthrax—these are all words
phrases that have haunted us ever since the tragedy of
mber 11, 2001, Even though these acts of terrorism
et the most extreme interpretation of Islamic ideology
hich most Muslims do not ascribe, many Americans
hgve associated these acts with the Muslim community at
large. As a result, even Christians have found themselves
avoiding Muslim people, not realizing that the recent
events have compelled many Muslims to seriously examine
their own beliefs. This in turn has created a window of
opportunity for Christian witness.

In regard to Christian witness, it is impor-
tant to remember that the life we live in
Christ and the attitudes we show speak
louder than the words we preach. Muslims
can only come to know who we are in
Churist through close observation, which
cannot happen until we as Christians are
willing to befriend them. It is only through
posittve attitudes and personal rclationships
that we can ever hope to earn the respect
and trust of Muslims. This could eventually
provide an openness on their part to ask us
about our faith and spirituality.

To nurture such a relatonship, it is imper-
ative to keep the lines of communication
open. So often in our zeal to witness to
Muslims, we immediately discuss our differ-
ences. This often leads to confrontation and
broken relationships. Unfortunately, when
that happens, Muslims never get to know us
personally—which means they never get to
know the Christ who loves us and the Holy
Spirit who indwells us.

How, then, do we keep the lines of com-
munication open with Muslim people? Do

continued on page 4
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gommi L ent to our mission statement: 7o be 4 ﬁczlzmr-
dngm Histry to assist the Church worldwide in providing an
Je/quzzte witness of Jesus Christ to every Muslim in the
world by every possible means. We have no illusions that
every Muslim will be saved, but we do have a vision that
every Muslim should and will hear the gospel! The apos-
tle Paul’s great statement of missionary theology still
rings clear: How, then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And

Islam is how can they hear without someone

encrmousiy preaching to them? And how can

A they preach wunless they are sent?
d!yersg““ ?ﬂﬁﬁs (Romans 10:14-15).

the challen ge to National churches and mission-
reach Muslims aries around the world are rising
with the ggspe{ to meet the challenge of taking

demands that  the gospel to the Muslim world.

we pse ¢ fﬁﬁ“ Young people in both Bible col-

lege and secular university settings
conrt press. are volunteering for difficult

assignments among Muslims. Yes,
the challenge is a daunting one, but we are undaunted in
our desire to fulfill Jesus’ mandate to: Go into all the
world and preach the good news to all creation (Mark
16:15).

A missionary friend of mine has worked for many
years in an almost 100 percent Muslim context. When
asked about the approach we should be using to reach
Muslims, he answered, “Use a full-court press.” Through
this basketball analogy he was saying to employ every pos-
sible means to accomplish the task. Islam is enormously
diverse, with 1.2 billion followers from multiple cultures.
Thus the challenge to reach Muslims with the gospel
demands that we use a full-court press.

Developing grand strategies are sometimes necessary,
but we should never overlook the success that can often
come by using the more practical possibilities. In reality,
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most Muslims come to the Lord as a result of someone
befriending them and showing them genuine love.

A bridge of friendship can often be built by identify-
ing common ethical concerns and then discussing appro-
priate ways of dealing with them. The author of the lead
article in this Iutercede states it well: It is through these
Jriendships that we pray and hope to introduce Muslims to
the greatest Friend of all!

While Muslims have different starting points and
frames of reference abourt ethical concerns, they often
come to the same ethical conclusions as Bible-believing
Christians. Since most Muslims have never met a born-
again believer, and certainly have never had sustained
friendships with any, they often express surprise upon
learning that genuine Christians do not believe in abor-
tion on demand, homosexuality, euthanasia, adultery,
decadent value systems, etc.

Turki, a “searching” Muslim, was my neighbor in
Amman, Jordan. After many attempts to engage him in
meaningful conversation, | finally learned that his heart
warmed when we spoke of ethical marters. Thus we spent
many hours discussing the evils of alcohol, the abhor-
rence of abortion and the breakdown of family values.

Turki mistakenly thought all Western Christians
shared the value system he had observed when watching
imported American television programs. When he real-
ized this was an incorrect assumption, a lasting friend-
ship developed between us. That friendship led to an
opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ
with him. Turki is now married and lives in France. I can-
not say for sure that he has accepted Christ as Savior, but
I know that he has heard the gospel. His “hearing oppor-
tunity” came as a result of a friendship born out of com-
mon ethical concerns.

Are you looking for an entry platform to approach
Muslims in your area? I encourage you to read the lead
article in this issue, then consider the “ethical” approach
as a valid way to develop friendships with them——friend-
ships that provide opportunities for sharing Jesus Christ 2,




Palestins

Sharing the hope and peace of God’s
Word is vital to the Palestinian commu-
nity, states Labib Madanat, executive
secretary of the Palestinian Bible
Saciety in the United Bible Society’s
(UBS) World Report. Last year, with
UBS support, the society launched cen-
ters to make Scripture available. The
Gaza Bible Center not only provides
Scriptures, but alse responds to hun-
dreds of requests from non-Christians
looking for information or answers to
spiritual questions. In Bir Zeit, around
85 students a night drop in at the Living
Stones Student Center to meet friends,
watch Christian videos, surf the Web, do
word processing or use the small
Christian reference library. Thousands
of Palestinian children have received
their first children’s Bible through sum-
mer camps sponsored by local church-
es. Palestinians are open to Christ,
Madanat tells World Report.

—FPuise

lram
Grand Ayatollah Youssef Saanei of Iran
was among old-guard clerics who
shaped lran at the dawn of the 1979
Islamic revolution. He was also a confi-
dant and student of the late Ayatollah
Khomeini, who founded the revolution.
But he has become meore liberal as he
has aged, stepping down from govern-
ment in 1984, the New York Times
reports. While he still beiieves women
should cover their heads and the sexes
must be segregated, he has denounced
sexual, racial and religious discrimina-
tion and declared women should be
allowed to take jobs from which they

have been barred since 1978—opresi-
dent, judge or supreme religious
leader. He has not only allowed sex-
change operations “under certain
conditions” but also blessed first-
trimester abortion for the mother’s
health or for fetal abnormalities. But
according to the Times, Saanei’s
most controversial ruling has been
that compensation for loss of life
should be the same for men and
women, “ even though current reli-
gious law considers the life of a
woman or a non-Muslim to be worth
half that of a Muslim man,” The Times
quotes Saanei as saying, “The soul
that God gave women is no Jess than
the soul God gave men”

—Pulse

Iracg

The BBC reports that since the cre-
ation of a Kurdish safe haven with
Western protection after the 1991 Gulf
War, Iragi Kurds have controlied two-
thirds of their land. But in the 10 years
since the war, lrag’s ethnic Kurd
minority still aspire to create a greater
Kurdistan. “The Kurds seem to be
making genuine efforts to establish
some form of civil society the BBC
reports. “Words like democracy, civil
liberties and respect for human rights
are heard in political, intellectual and
social circles” Concerning openness,
one Kurdish political leader tells the
BBC, “Our people have for so long
fought for freedom, we won’t deprive
them of it Internet access and satel-
lite dishes are readily availabie without
restriction, the BBC reports. Hundreds
of newspapers and magazines in
Kurdish and other languages are pub-
lished in the main cities.

—Pulse

Turkey
The practice of men killing “dishonor-
able” female family members has
moved from Turkey’s villages to urban
areas as the country’s population has
migrated to cities. It's also happening

in other developing countries “where
massive migrations to urban areas
have left families struggling to recon-
cile modern lifestyles and liberties with
generations-old customs,” reports the
Washington Post. As Turkey's young
generation, especially girls, are
becoming better educated and more
exposed to the outside world through
city life and television, more are
rebelling against their families that
hold to traditions such as prohibiting
socializing with the opposite sex,
choosing husbands and visiting freely
with friends outside the home, the
paper reports. One Istanbul human
rights organization is pushing to
change Turkish laws that discriminate
against women. At least 200 women
and girls are killed in Turkey each vear
by family members. Since the crimes
often go unreported, the number is
likely much higher, the Post reports.
Worldwide, the UN reports that as
many as 5,000 women and girls were
killed in 2000 by family members, “
many of them for the ‘dishonor’ of hav-
ing been raped”

—Pulse

MNigeria

Muslim extremists in Kano city of
northern Nigeria killed a Nigerian truck
driver last December for allegedly des-
ecrating the Quran. The trouble began
when Uche Nwama was off-loading a
truckload of fruit he had brought from
southern Nigeria to Kano. Hundreds of
Muslims attending an open-air meet-
ing nearby descended on the truck dri-
ver and clubbed him to death for allow-
ing the exhaust fumes from the truck
to poliute the air, thus desecrating the
Quran. Nwama tried to fight his way to
the Yan-Lemu police station, but police
fled when they saw the mob. Men of
Nigeria's Road Safety Corps brought
Nwama to the hospital. He never
regained consciousness. Three per-
sons have been arrested in connection
with the Killing.
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Lostcame Faicnpsae an Common Ericar Coaunps

cortinued from pegs

we have anything in common to talk about without argu- of one) after he has believed: And those who do
ing? Are there any areas of agreement that might provide | not desist are (indeed) doing wrong (49:11).
opportunities for friendship?
Yes, there are! One of the most useful ’ 4. And do not eat up your property among your-
bridges in communicating with Muslims is sclves for vanities, nor use it as bait for the judges,
the concern for ethical values that devour with intent that ye may eat up wrongfully and
Christians and devout Muslims often knowingly a little of (other) people’s property
share, particularly as they relate to (2:188).
moral values for community and fam-
ily. Islam provides its followers with a
comprehensive code of ethics. The
Qur'an offers a wide selection of
general guidclines that address
various aspects of moral behavior.
Notice the following examples:

"5, Give full measure when ye measure, and
weigh with a balance that is Straight (17:35).

6. Let there be no compulsion in religion. Truth
stands out clear from error; whoever rejects evil

and believes in God hath grasped the most

trustworthy handhold that never breaks
L Ttis not righteousness that | (2:256).
ye turn your faces towards :
East or West (for prayer); |
but it is righteousness to

believe in God and the Last
Day, and the Angels, and
the Book and the
Messengers; to spend
of your substance,
out of love for Him,
for your kin, for
orphans, for the
needy, for the way-
farer, for those who
ask, and for the
ransom of slaves; to
be steadfast in prayer,
and practice regular
charity; to fulfill the con-
tracts which ye have made;
and to be firm and patient,
in pain (or suffering), and

7. The recompense for an injury is an
injury equal thereto (in
degree): but if a per-
son forgives and
. makes reconciliation,
. his reward is due
- from God (42:40-
. 43).

8. 0ye who believe!
Intoxicants and gam-
bling, (dedication of)
stones, and {divina-
tion by) arrows are an
abomination of Satan’s hand-
work: eschew such (abomination),
that ye may prosper (5:90).

9. Every soul shall have the taste of death:
And only on the Day of Judgment shall you be

adversity and throughout all paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved
periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the far from the Fire and admitted to the Garden will
God-fearing (Qur'an 2:177). have succeeded. For the life of this world is but
goods and chattels of deception (3:185).
2. For men and women who are patient and con-
stant, for men and women who humble them- Sincere and god-fearing Muslims are very concerned
selves, for men and women who give in charity, about today’s moral issues. They are extremely sensitive
for men and women who fast (and deny them- about the appearance of godliness, cleanliness and mod-
selves), for men and women who guard their esty. The influence of secularism and permissiveness,
chastity, and for men and women who engage which threatens to erode their family values and faith in
much in God’s praise, for them has God prepared God, also causes them great concern. When it comes to
forgiveness and great reward (33:35). issues like abortion, homosexuality, sex education,
pornography, adultery, music videos, drug addiction and
3. Nor defame nor be sarcastic to each other, nor alcoholism, devout Christians and devout Muslims share
call each other by {(offensive) nicknames: Ill-seem- many of the same concerns.
ing is a name connoting wickedness, (to be used For example, on the issue of abortion, orthodox
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Muslims believe from their traditions that a soul
is breatht%d into the fetus of the unborn child on
the 120" day of formation. This divine gift of
life, according to Muslim belief, transforms the
embryo from a lump of flesh into a living human
being capable of worshiping God. On the basis
of this belief, orthodox Muslims regard abortion
any time after the 120% day of fetal develop-
ment as an act of murder and, therefore, forbid
such a practice. However, abortions after the
120-day period ate allowed in some Muslim
communities if the mother’s life is in jeopardy.
While Bible-believing Christians would not fully
a%ree with this position, they would agtee on the
absolute sanctity of the unborn fetus. In most
Muslim societies, newborn children are seen as a
special blessing from God. They provide the
components for a strong family. The greater the
number of children, the greater the chances are
for the family to eventually enjoy social influence
and economic security.

Strong family ties are a feature that is espe-
cially characteristic of devout Muslim communi-
ties. Marriages are seen as foundational to these family
ties and are, therefore, regarded as binding legal contracts.
Although divorce is permissible under certain conditions,
severance of the marriage contract is strengly discour-
aged.

5 There is a reason for this. Unlike the Western view
that promotes the strength of the individual, Islam pro-
motes the strength of the community. In this regard,
Muslims view the preservation of the community as
dependent on the preservation of the family, which can
only happen when a marriage remains intact. Families
that grow out of faithful marriages are tightly bound by
respect and honor for parents ang elders. Tt is this element |

of honor that is primarily
responsible for preserving
centuries-old traditions, as
each generation, out of
honor, attempts to emulate
the beliefs and practices of
its ancestors.

One of the means of
maintaining faithful mar-
riages is to forbid anything
that encourages promiscu-
ous behavior between indi-
viduals of the opposite or
same gender. In this
regard, modesty in dress
and social interaction is
strongly prescribed for
both men and women. In
many strict Muslim com-
munities, women cover

themselves from head to foot, so as to not draw attention
to themselves in the company of men. Muslim men of
these communities also adhere to certain rules, For exam-
ple, they may wear long flowing robes, or long shirt tops
that drape over loose fitting pants down to the knees.
Imagine the shock when Muslim people from conser-
vative backgrounds migrate to America where scantily
clad bodies are a common sight, not only at summer
resorts and neighborhood parks, but ri%ht in the family
room via television and video. For those god-fearing
Muslims who cherish the sanctity of life, marriage and
family, any expression of ungodliness and sexual permis-
siveness, which would include rock music and porno-
graphic materials, are dan-
erous enemies that need to
l%e confronted and defeated.
Devout Muslims oppose
the decadent values of an
immoral society just as
much  as born-again
Christians do.
If we as Christians attempt
to understand how devout
Muslims stand on these
issues, we may find oppor-
tunities for establishing

relationships  that could
blossom into long-lasting
friendships. And it is

through these friendships
that we pray and hope to
introduce Muslims to the
greatest Friend of all!
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_ pe'rma.nent'vﬂlages with fomﬁed commumty: g_ananes and urround g
 farmlands. A small number of people stay behind to guard the granariesand
o plant crops such as barley, miaize, wheat, rye, millec and vegetables,
i Though the Shllha are Mushms, thelr rehgmus pracuces re ba ed more:

'- Qur" n. Most contmue their tradmonal worsh1p of saints and are g ded by
“living saints,” the marabouts who are’ beheved to possess he mg ibilities
-and-supernatural powers. ' S :




day, May 3, 2001, Please pray :
that God will belp SAT 7 to implement a web site far interaciion between Arabic speakers to share res-
timonics and asklansiwer questions. Thank the Lord for all the Arabic sites where the gospel is avail-
able and pray that many Muslims may understand the truth of Jesus.

-an mereased nimber of intercessors and missionaries for Pakistan. Pray that God will release many
in this needy country from their spiritual bondage and preserve and care for the Christians.

o Jor the family of Anabid Hovsepian-Melir and the Church in Trap a5 they maurn the loss of this faith-
Jul servant of God and wife of the supevintendent of the Assemblies of God. Only God knows the full
impact this godly woman made through her life and ministry.

Briday, Me
. thar Christians whe have been veleased from detention in Brunei will not grve up their faith, Pray that

v 10, 2601, Please pray

those who were negatively impacted by the trauma with find healing and restoration.

- for workess for the 52 unreached people groups on the island of Sumaira, Indonesia. One worker has
recently been trained. Pray that she will be a chaniel of grace among her own people.

.. Jor the relief workers who ave busy elistributing food and other necessities to the Afihan people who are
suffering due to war and fimine. Pray that their caring attitudes will be a testimony of God’s love,

Froday, May 17, 2001, D
- for ihe Ilawmics bloc session b eing tanght by o CMM team member at Zion Bible Institute next week.

: prEy

Pray that many students will desire to become involved in work among Muslims.
- for the repeal of Pakistans infamos blasphemy low that is being abused against Christians to settle
personal grudges and disputes.

£

- for the protection of Christian minerities in many Muskim aations. Pray that God will intervene in
lives and replace the normal fear with a confidence in the presence of the Lord,

Triday, May 24, 2001, Ploase pray

wfor the studenis at Sofia Bible College in Bulgaria as they take an Llamics course tazghr by a CMM
tean member. Pray that this course will encourage the students to reach out in friendship to Muslims
in their community, o ,

. that the Church in Malaysia will be the needed salt and light in thas sociery, that Fear, prejudice, '
resentment, and misunderstanding will not hinder Christians from reaching out in love to their
Muslim neighbors.

- Jor contimsed wisdom and integrity for U.S. President George Bush, British Prime Minister Tony
Blair and e/ those involved in the war on tevroviso

Friday, May 31, 2001, Please pray

o that President Megawari Sukarnopurei will continue to have wisdum, courige and the military sup-
port to prevent further blpod shed in Christian communities in Cenrral Sulnwesi, Pray that the Laskar
Jihad terrorists will be eliminated.

. thar the Philippines pavliament will be successful in cracking down on the separatist yebel group, Abu
Sayyaf. The country has recently passed laws against money laundering to thwart their activiry.
.. for seventh graders in a growing mmber of California public schools who are being indoctrinased with
[stair, even playing Jihad. Pray that parents and teachers will speak out against this outrageous injus-
tice of teaching Islam as a true religion while refusing to name the name of Jesus in the classroom.
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Priday, June 7, 2001, Please pray
. for nwa training programs for misionaries being held in Brazil thronghout next week. Pray that many
ELJ(:‘;”/%fT’”f lﬂ"f‘gj ?AC"J.P{?PZ&[ o f;]{:' é‘#](l[ffﬁg‘e LU?’LL'E?"}’H‘?’»’g ()MI?"&ZC/J to Ml}lf&‘?ﬂ.‘f 5€ing 7’}2(16{{’ é}f a C}WM TeAn -
ber. Praise God for the many Two-thirds wotld missionaries who are going to Muslim countries.

- for the workers who will participate in & Muslim Awareness and Training Seminar in Macedonia next
week. Pray God will anoint the CMM team member who will be teaching them.

- for the Christian expatviates who have been deported ro their home countries from Saudi Arabia with-
vut charges and withous legal counsel. Pray that they will find new avenues of ministry and livelihood.
Pray for safety for “secret” national converts who may have been discovered by this exercise.

.. far Turkish believers wha are facing increased pressures because of Christian influences iz 7icrkey.

Friday, Fune 14, 2001, Please pray

o Jor the pastors and their families in northern Nigeria who were left homeless last year as a yesult of con-
flict between Maslims and Christians. Pray that God will bring stability and allow them to rebuild
their lives and churches.

. for Christians who are being tortured for their faith in Tanzania. They are faced with confiscation
of their property and closure of their churches.

o Jor an end to the canflic between Pakisian and India over Kashmir, Pray that the threats and intdm-
idation will only fuel their zeal to spread the gospel.

- that the interim government n Afghanistan may be able to bring a sense of stabilizy to that land and
the people may be brought to a place of physical and spiritual hope.

Friday, June 21, 2001, Please pray

- for the pariicipants at an institute that has been established in Romania for training workers involved
ire ministry to Muslims. Pray God will anoint the CMM team member whe will be teaching Tslamics
the next two weeks.

- thar many educared Muslims will seviously consider the implications of a veligion that condones vio-
lence and turn to the God of all peace.

. continmally for those belicvers in Iirael and the Wiest Bank who have been affected by the ongoing vio-
lence and tension in that region. Pray that God will bring unity and peace.

o Jor a Uygur family thar has been declared outcasts by their neighbors because of their love for Christ.
Pray that they may be strengthened in faith because of this ordeal and thac their persecutors will be
touched by God.

Priday, June 28, 2001. Please pray

wfor the students ar Flam College in England as they prepare for ministry among Persian-speaking peo-
ple groups. They are actively pursuing ministry opportunities during the summer break.

. Jor the Maturata Berbers of Tunisia and Libya who live completely underground. Pray that God will
call workers to this spiritual desert.

..for the Chureh in Kenya. Two churches in northern Kenya were burned down last September in
protest to the increased security restrictions imposed on the Muslim minority in that country. Pray
for more harmonious relations between Muslims and Christians.

- Jor Jolm Walker, the young American caught fighting with the Taliban, Pray that someone will have
an opportunity to share the gospel with him and he will realize his need of a Savior.
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