ichael: Horowitz, a

Even thf: secular media listened. The New

g Klr/e Times fan a cover: story on Nov. 9, 1998,

':headhned *Churches Find New Focus in
:,_Opposmg Persecution
i Oregonian sent its: religion ediror to five restrict-
“ed countriés over nine months and ran an excel-

Portland’s  The

continued on page 4
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" 'The tragedy of the persecuted Church in today’s
world is a fact of life. It seems to be getting worse from
yeat to year. 1f we happen to live where there is relative
peace and security, we must be careful not to forget those
who suffer, remembering that we are all spiritual members

of onc family.

When Jesus called the first disciples to be a part of His
kingdom, He was clear about what they could expect. He
said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of right-
ecousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” He did not
recruit by making actractive promises of how easy or
rewarding it was going to be. Rather, He clearly stated the
difficulties they could expect, and then gave them the
promise of having a part in the Kingdom of heaven.

Later, when Jesus sent
these same disciples our for
ministry, He again issued a
warning concerning what
they could expect in their
ministry. He said, “7am send-
ing you out like sheep among
When sheep and

wolves enter into competi-
tion, the wolf usually has a nice meal and you never see
the sheep again. Not exactly what most of us expect when
we make a commitment to the Lord’s work.

Jesus went on to share other words of caution. IHe
told them to, “Be on your guard against men.” And, ‘Al
men will hate you because of me. Do not be afraid of those
who kill the body....”

He assured them that the harvest was to be plentiful,
but the working conditions were going to be difficult.
Persecution was to be an expected part of the package.

Again, when Jesus was ready to leave His disciples and
return to heaven, He addressed the issuc of persecution for
the third time. “Ifthe world hates you, keep in mind that it
hated me first. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you
also.”

‘The whole idea was clearly declared. You can look at
the treatment Jesus received and know what you can

wolves.”

expect.
Jesus was treated very badly. After He was crucified
He said, “A time is coming when anyone who kills you will

2 Intercede

think be is offering a service ro God.”

How does all this relate to the persecuted Church
today?

It let’s us know that current events were foretold by
the Savior. Thus, we should not be surprised by what is
happening.

We must prayerfully support our suffering brothers
and sisters but do so with the realization that the fiery trial
may someday come to us as well.

The closer we come to the Lord’s Return, the more
intense the conflict will be. It will certainly be a test of our
faith. But it-will alsogbe a great time of reaping the har-
vest, \

Today there is significant growth in the Church in
some areas where new converts have to face intense diffi-
culty. We only have to look at the growth of the Church
in China to see what persecution has done for this great
body of believers. Many of them have incredible testi-
monies.

Not long ago, I received the following testimony from
a young lady in a Muslim nation.

In her early twenties this young lady had accepted
Christ as her Savior. She practiced her faith sectetly for
some time, but eventually her family discovered what she
was doing. They brought a lot of pressure upon her, try-
ing to get her to reverse her decision. When none of this
was successful, her family reported her conversion to the
police.

The young woman was taken by the police and placed
in prison. After being confined in difficult circumstances
for several weeks, the young woman’s mother and sister
came to visit her in the prison, It was their hope that the
prison experience had caused the young lady to change
her mind.

When they saw her, they said, “Why don’t you recant
and be set free from prison?”

She looked at her family members and replied, “T am
not in prison, you are.”

Such is the dedication of many persecuted followers
of Jesus Christ.

‘We must make a commitment to pray continually for
the hundreds of thousands of brothers and sisters who are

being persecuted because of their faith. @




Philippines

Suspected Muslim rebels shot 21 Christians
in a mosque in southern Philippines. The
dead were among 29 people seized by 100
armed men and taken to a mosque in Lanao
del Sur province on Mindanao island. The
guerrillas denied involvement, saying they
would not desecrate a mosque by killing
people there. They blamed the military for
the killings.

—International Development Brief

Maldives

The president of the Maldives has declared
that the island nation has no room for any
religion other than Islam, and has accused
foreigners of seeking to destroy religious
unity by introducing other faiths.

In 1998, the Supreme Council for
Islamic Affairs banned Maldivians from lis-
tening to missionary radio. Police arrested
up to 50 local Christians from Muslim back-
grounds, following a tip-off by teenagers,
including the son of one of those arrested.
While imprisoned, they were pressured to
convert to Islam, forced to perform Islamic
prayers and read the Quran. Police also
searched foreign workers homes, confiscat-
ing passports, Christian books and other
pOSSessions.

—Newsroom

leeland

From Europe’s hot spot to one of its coldest,
70 refugees from Kosovo have been repatri-
ated in lceland. The small, largely homoge-
neous country of 275,000 people has estab-
lished something of a reputation as a haven
for the dispossessed from Europe. It has
also accepted newcomers from Poland,
members of mixed marriages from Croatia
and Viethamese boat people.

The refugees are eligible for citizenship
(after five years), free medical care, a finan-
cial grant and a small, furnished home. They

receive a one-year course in the
Iceiandic language, but children are
encouraged to Isarn their native cul-
tures. Those who choose citizenship,
however, must take one lcelandic
name.

In the town of Dalvik, a Kosovar
told the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, “In
Kosovo our children were nervous,
wild. No discipline. No schooling for
months. Even here, when they see a
uniform, they ask, ‘Are these police-
men going to kil someone?’ But they
are becoming happy again. They enjoy
school. Even though we are Muslims,
we sometimes go to the local church.
No problem. There is only one God”

— World Pufse

United States
Muslims are making an impact in
American society from educational
institutions to Capitol Hill. Here are a
few samples from fslamic Horizons and
the Newsroomn:

Judith Khadijah Muhammad was
named campus department chair
of general studies at the University
of Phoenix-Metro Detroit campus.
in addition to her administrative
duties, Muhammad will continue o
teach both in the classroom and
online. Celebrating her promotion,
she thanked Allah and said: It is
clear evidence that Musiim women
can succeed in the non-Muslim
workforce wearing hijab (head cov-
ering) and adhering to the Sunnah
of the Prophet. We do not have to
compromise our religious values.”

Aliyah Muneerah Bifal will join
Oberlin College on a $130,000
scholarship from Project Excel-
lence. The merit-based award,
established by syndicated colum-
nist Carl T. Rowan in 1987, honors
students who exce! in writing and
speaking.

Wheaton College in Wheaton, IL,
has decided to change iis
Crusader Mascot in order to avoid
the offensive connection to the
Crusades in order to “communi-
cate...spiritual passions without
unnecessarily offending 17 million
Jews and 1 billion Muslims.”

A ftotal of 1,421 graduates of the
C.W. Post Campus of Long Isfand
University recited Surat al-Fatiha
as part of the invocation for the
school’s 43rd commencement. The
prayer was conducted by Al-Hajf
Ghazi Y. Khankan, executive direc-
for of the Council on American
islamic Relations’ (CAIR) New York
office.

The American Muslim Council
(AMC) has stepped up its lobbying
efforts on Capitol Hill, kicking off its
ninth annual convention with a
briefing session for lobbyists. This
effort is enabling Muslims fo pro-
mote issues that concern them.
The most recent one is the Secret
Evidence Repeal Act, which will
probably pass.
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L _le‘nt seties of persecution-relared articles.

B “Annuai

. The Staté Department sent its first
Report on - International
) Rehglous ‘Freedom” to. Congress on

- Sept. 8, 1999, saying, “Too m"uch'ofthe

- world’s populaﬂon still livesin countries
" in which réligious freedom s festriceed
.ot proh1b1ted Totalitarian ‘and auchori-
' “tarian régimes. remair: deterrmned o
- control religious belief and practice.”

. “Conicern for persecuted Chrisiians is
o growing - dramatically, “and - more and

" more individuals, churches and even
oixtluans are trying to-help.
- Thé v151b1e causes-of persecutlon,

o however, aré-not always casy o, recog:--
'+ inize; ‘Fven the expenenced persecution- i.
" watcher | s oﬂen conﬁlsed by the1r com- |

..'plemty e
' "Piﬁii(iﬁi%ﬂ 5 (ﬁiﬁgﬂ

i ters were abducted by Arab slave traders

S in southern Sudan; -

L “The raiders descended of1 oiir v11-
”-Iage and destroyed everythlng They

_.':-Eburnt all: our houses ;and’ scized cattle
*and: property;”
. Christian Solidarity Worldwide. “My |

she told a team from

8 slave ¢ owrier told me; that T was his slave
i because " the- Dmka refused tor follow

L Islam, and they. therefore abducted the
S Dmka children.”

Rebecca was forced to practlce Islam :

' "3'.for- miore ‘thari a year and a half before
“she was “redeemed,” ‘a 'cdntrbversial
i practn:e “of purchasmg freedom: for cap-
~tured -southern - Sudanese, which some
say eticourages more abductions:

~ Rebecca has'a. d1ﬁ%rent perspectwe

It is now wonderful to be back Where It

- am freeto choosé to be a Chnsnan,_ she
Ssaidi T ; :

: s xtremism. - Christians

S S{)m v Sudan ‘are vicrims of - reiigmm

g '";exrmmmmj ‘one of mdaya major
sources of Christian persecution. Sudan

"}ms mxfi‘er{vd whides 4 dwmmnﬂg 16-

S :yf:m: em} wat iw&weem d‘w Arab Muslim

S Bereede

North (the National Isfaraic Front) and

'f%&e predominately Lhmtian and ani’

mist South. Reports of slavery and the

ethaic cleansing  of Christians  have

been 'eemh&m@ yerified, ineisxdimg

_'iize Nordh's policy of Eoreed eonveﬁ sion
- to Tslam

Saudi Arabia ranks ds the Worlds
most restrictive Islamic sate. The Saud1
government: strlctly forblds any “non-
Muslim worship ‘meetings; even among
expatriates, and o Christian rehgmus
literature may enter the country. A. Saudi

who ‘converts to Christianity invites, at

worst, death at the hands' of his family;
at'best; estrangement and deportation.
“Pakistan’s stall Christian minofity
suffers discrimination becatise of a grow-

_ing movement to imposé [slamiic law on
“the'nation. One of the moét'frighte'hing
' _tools of ifitolerance 'is the country’s-
Rebecca Mathok and bt three sig-
“to Blasphéme the. prophet Muhammad.
~of insult the Quran, = - '

“blasphemy law,” that makés it a crime

Countries influenced by H1ndu1sm,

Whlch has historically been. tolerant of ;.
: other religions, have: recently ‘seeni their

share of religious’ extremism. In India,

growing incidents of afiti-Christian vio-

lenice ‘have been spurred by the rise. to

power - of Hindu-nationalist political |

patties: The woitld: was shocked by the

‘burning death on Jan.. 23, 1999, of
Australian m1ss1onary Graham Staines— |-
who had spent 30 years in India working.

primarily with leprosy victims—and his

“two young sons. Hindu' extremists ‘sur-
rounded the vehicle Where the three

were sleepmg, doused it w1th gasolme
a_nd set it ablaze
Remnant Communzsm Another

of the Soviet Union sounded the death
knell for communism, it continges in
some conntrics; and theie rulers’ need
to coberel the popuilace has not less-
eved. Chings ruling elite, finally realiz-

ing they could never eradicare the

' economlc ‘situation.’

Other Cau'
| ing “with the vzsii}le source of Christian .
 persecution difficult is that other fac- -
tors—society; culture, ethnicity, eco-
" nofmids—are usually mmh’ed

major source ﬂf Churis tan per&ecunon '
BT remnnant; communisim.” While the
Tron {,,mtam_s fall and the dissolution

church, decided to put on a new face’

that oatwardly purported freedons of
religion, but inwardly sought to ma.ke it
- subiservient 1o the state..

The past three to four y‘ears in.

'China have witnessed a frenizied govern- -

ment registradon drive: to ' force unoffi-

. cial "house -churches——where most of

Chinas© Christians” worship—to come -

'under the wing of Chings official church

structure. Failure to register, which is the

choice of meost- house: churches, can-

result in harassment_,' fines, temporary -
jailings and even imprisonment of

.church leaders.

In North Korea, most Christians-.ﬁ

- fled o' the South during the Korean

War. An unknown number of under-
ground Chiristians still live in the North,

but the quasi-religious personality cult.

built by long-time dictator Kim Il Sung, :

‘and now carried'on by his son, continues
* jts attempts to eradicate the church.
Cuban Christians have fared mueh-_ o

bettef, at least reCen'tly Their treatment -
seems to ebb arid flow with the country’s: -
Unprecedented .

opei-air - evangelical ‘meetings ~were -

“allowed in 1999 from May 30 to June

20. The four Sunday setvices were even -

televised nationally. The * Christians -
'there, however; have seen_doors open

and shut before: Either way; the s1tua~i_
tion is far from- free :

. What often makes deal.:

- Indonesia’s ongoing -and- spreadmg

Mushm»Chn_suan clashes are not driven - -
solely by religious - extremism.  Other
" considerations include  éthnicity and

economics. Many Indonesians affecred

by high unemployment. blame “ethnic:. -
~Chinése Indonesianis for their poverty:
"The Chinese, who represent only five.

percent of the population, control. 70




.perc.ent'of the ecbno’my A narural scape- |
© goat during difficult tlmes, haif of thém

- are Christian.

"Then there dre countries such as

Colombia, possibly the world’s most vio-
- lent nadon. Church leaders and mem-
- bers are caught in the crossfire of an

ongoing warfare “between government

roops; rebel soldiets, - para- military

groups and narcotics” traffickers. If a

" church shows allegiance to God. alone -

. and refuses to take sides, it becomes the

~ enemy of all. Last year, Colombia’s evan- |,

- gelical - c‘ommuniry ‘denounced the }

- killing of 36 pastoss dand the forced clo-

- sute of more than 300 churches in areas

: :'thre ﬁghtmg is heaviest. Another 55

i --pastors were forced "to abandon thelr
i churches and homes. -

When  Egypt's Premdent Hosni

s Mubarak visited Washington, D.C,, last
' ]u.ly, he was confrorted with examples of |

his" country’s: religious rights v1olat10ns

. Of ‘primary concern were events sur-

rounding the Coptlc Christian village of

; El Kosheh, in Upper Egypt..

- In:August 1998, hundreds of Copts

“were arrested and torvured: ‘during ‘a_

“murder. investigation” of “two. Coptic

“men. Freedom. House’s” Center for
- Religious ' Freedom presented a list to
- President Clinton containing the names

of 1,014 men, women and children who

had suffered at the hands of Egyptlan

- ‘police during the i mvestlgatmn

“A" firm insistence on respcct for

human rights ‘and democtatic -institu-

tions by the administration could make.

~ anenormous difference in a country like

/Bgypt that receives $2 billion per year in

American aid,” said Nina Shea, chrector
' of the center. =

Egypt’s account of the- 1nc1dent was

"“amazmgly different; A report’ by che

o _'_Egyptian Embassy said only 35 COpUC

‘Christians were involved and that there

was no evidence of torture. The police

- officers were exonerated.

Unfortunately, tension in El-Koshek

. _exploded on New Year’s Eve, when a dis-
- pute between a Christian shop owner

and his Muslim customer resulted in

- three days of rfo'ting, killing-and destruc-

tion.” By the. time Egyptian security
forces took. control; at least 21 Coptic
Christians had been killed and 34 were
hospitalized. Fifry Christians’ hiomes and
businesses were destroycd alcng er_h

one vlllage church
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- Oddly enough, such severe dlfﬁcu_l—

. tles havc led to blessmgs for the church.

\Who would - consider Chairman
Mao 4 chiirch-growth catalyst? Yet his

reépressive policies: forced - the Chinese

church- to depend solely on God. Mao
also simplified and unified ithe language,
then broke down culrural barriers, mak-
ing the spread of the gospel easier. In
1949, there were between one to' two
million Christians in China, Today, a

conservative estimate. wotild be 40 mil-
lion. Many: China-watchers: estimate 60

to 80 million’ believers.

“Some house chuich leaders bchevc
t_hat desplte_ persecution, the church has

been ‘free’ enough to spread the gospel,”
“wrote * John . Chang, ‘an experienced
- China watcher. “They believe it has been
‘one ‘of the most ‘ideal’ environments

becausé the chuifch, after going through
fong trials, has grown through painful

experiences; believers became enthusias-

- tic for evangelism and carned the gospel

to remote and rural areas.’

If the growth' rate is' maintained, by
the year 2025, Chinese Christians could
number more thin 300 'million——more
than in any other country. -

A few years ago, a church leader in
Iran was asked .how he felt about the

Ayatollah Khomeini, - whose. return to

fran in 1979 initiated a harsh Tslamic
regime under Whlch the church contin-
ues to suffer. '_ _ : :

“He was the best thmg that ever
happencd to the church in Iran,” the
pastor replied, marter-of-factly. .

One of his stunned listeners' shot
back, “How can you say that?”

“Many in Tran had put their hope in

an Islamic state,” he explained. “But
under Khomeini, their hope soon
turned to Lopelessness. They began to
lock elsewhere for answers, and they are
finding the only answer, Jesus Christ.”

“IE ONE PAAT SULLLBO."

Discrimination, slavery, torture, sex-
ual abuse, estrangement, prison and
death face Christians daily in many of
tlie world’s most restricted areas. For the
body of Christ to function effectively,
Christians who have opportunity must

"come to their aid.

We have to go back to the book
[Bible] and acknowledge the body of
Christ worldwide,” says Brother Andrew
of Open Doors. “The body of Christ

“cannot survive partially. We take care of

the whole body, or the whole body goes

under.” ‘?_\

An expanded version of this article was
originally published in the May/June 2000
issue of Moody. Jeff Tavior is the managing
editor of Compass Direct News Service.
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‘It was an historic event when a German evan-
“gelist was officially granted seven days to come
‘and hold public meetings in the capital city of
‘4 country with a Muslim majority. These
‘Meetings were advertised on television in the
“middle of a popular, imported Egyptian soap
opera.

A *Narnian, working in Saudi Arabia,
happened to be watching via satellite dish and
he promptly bought himself and three Saudi
Arabian Muslim friends airline tckets to
attend the occasion. Many Muslims were
healed and the meetings were the topic of con-
versation all around town.

One Arab young lady, dramadcally
healed, was now able to walk. Her father was
deeply affected and threw a party for his
friends.

As is customary in Folk Islam, he per-
formed “ Kararma,” which is the slaughtering of
two sheep, and presided over a feast of cele-
bration, Not content with enly serving food
and drinks, he set up 2 large television in his
courtyard and began playing the video of the
meeting—a video that included the whole sal-
vation message preceding the altar service.

He also wanted to share his joy with other
friends and neighbors, so he set up two loud
speakers on the wall of his compound and
blasted this salvation sermon into the whole
neighborhood.

It did not take long for the Ansar Sunna
(Islamic Fundamentalists) to gather their little
posse and storm the compound. They
demanded him to cease and desist,

“No!” he bellowed, “I would rather die
here.... Besides, who do you think healed her?”

“Allah,” they replied immediately.

“Exactly!” he beliowed, “God did it, so
what is your problem?”

The gospel tape played on.

A Muslim taxi driver was asked by a friend
whether he had heard about these events.

“Of course,” he smiled. “My own mother
was healed, and now she has become a follow-
er of Christ. I would like you to come and visit
her.... We are all tired of Islam.”

She hails from a tribe with no known
believers in it.

Not all the many testimonies that could
be told, however, are so positive.

One young Arab man received the Lord as
Savior and returned to his family to inform
them. The news was not received gladly. One
week later the young man was found dead; his
head had been cut off, severed at the shoul-
ders. The police arrested the murderer and
held him for trial.

The family, however, approached the
court and said, “This man did the correct
thing to kill our son and cut off his head. We
ask that he be released and allowed to go free.”

The judge granted the request and the
murderer now leisurely walks the streets. In
reality, however, the murderer remains a cap-
tive and it is our headless hero who is now
sound and eternally ransomed.

We cannot—we must not—forget those
who remain spiritually bound. We urge you to
continue to remember Narnia and her won-
detful people who are so tragically deceived.

Pray that many more Narnians will turn
to the Cross and find liberty for their souls, no
matter the cost to their bodies.

May we also turn to that same Cross daily
and plead for those who, with so little, sacri-
fice so much.

*Narnia represents a limited-access country.




Friday, November 3, 2000. Please pray
for Christians suffering in Pakistani jails on accusations of laspheny. We only have the names
of a few (Ayub, Saleem, Rasheed, Kingri and Shafik Masih), but there are probably many more.
Pray that they will be released soon.

.. Jor the Nigerian Church as it d%rzllmge’s the institution of sharia {Islanidc law) in Nigeria. Despire
the violence that has occurred because of it, seven states have declared Islam as their state reli-
gion and begun full implementation of the Islamic legal system.

. for Indonesiak leaders: President Wahid and Vice-President Megawati, both advocates of reli-
gious tolerance and freedom. Pray that they will have wisdom in dealing with the violent situ-
ation in their country.

Friday, November 10, 2000. Please pray

.JOF a pastor’ semindr being conducted by a CMM team member in Burkina Faso next week. Pray
that each pastor will be encouraged and be better prepared to be involved in outreach to
Muslims. :

.. Jor workers among Muslims who seen to have many additional stresses because of this involvement.
Many have been forced to leave the field prematurely because of physical or emotional prob-
lems to them or members of their families. Pray for God’s intervendon on their behalf.
Especially remember a Hollander who learned Turkish to minister to Turks and now has been
diagnosed with cancer.

- Jor four Chyistians from Sumatra who are in jail on false accusarions. They are: Samuel and
Nenen Ongirwalu and Robert and Meliana Marthinus. Samuel is serving an 8-year sentence,
while the other three are serving 6-year sentences.

Friday, November 17, 2000. Please pray

ofor a CMM tearm member wheo is teaching Introduction to Ilam ar West African Advanced School
of Theology in Togo these next three weeks. Pray that the students will benefit from chis study
and reach out to Muslims in their communities.

... that the publication of the vevised Bible in modern Tikislh will be available before the end of the
year. Pray that many will receive it and be blessed by it.

- Jor those who. were tnvolved in summer outredch teams for missions exposure, prayer walking and
other ministry. Pray that they not lose the burden for the unreached peoples and continue in
prayer and eventually full-time ministry in these needy areas of the world.

for the monthly Turkish outreach in a city in England. Pray that a powerful church will emerge
from those who attend and find new life in Christ.

Friday, November 24, 2000. Please pray

wofor a CMM team member who is teaching a bloc course at Sourhern Asia Bible College. Pray for
the students as they learn new techniques to disciple new converts.

- thar German churches will vespond to the increasing Turkish population in their neighborboods.
Pray that the believers will establish solid friendships with Turks and demonstrate the love of
Christ to them.

- for the fumilies of several imprisoned pastors in Turkmenisian that are destituze. Pray that their
needs will be supplied.

- Jor @ North African convert whe is now working with students in a major European city. Pray
that he will have wisdom in defending his newfound faith. '
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Friday, December 1, 2000. Please pray
o the many Turkmen believers wha ave being fired from their jols and prevented from gerting other
employmmesi. Ask for God’s provision for them and pray that other jobs might be developed.

o for the wadie starion beaniing the gospel inte Chechnyn, Pray that many Chechen hearts will be
touched both within the country and those who have fled from the war zone. Pray for those who
have been traumatized and suffered great losses.

o for the stugtion in Sierve Leone, West Afvica, now devastated by the vecent civil way. Islam claims
to be the majority religion, but an estimated 90 percent remain animistic in their worldview.

Friday, December 8, 2000. Please pray
o Jor CMM team members who are bolding a pastors’ semingr in Bulgaria. Pray for responsive pas-

tors who will commit themselves in ministry to Muslims.

o for ihe Judaes and lawpers involved in the judicial cases of the Chyisrians. It is difficult for them to
handle cases objectively when they know their lives will be threatened if the Christians are released.
Pray that God will raise up discerning lawyers willing to defend the rights of Christians.

. for thuse whe have ave suffeving in Saudi Arvabia becawse of the miscarriage of justive, During the
first 6 months of the year, 15 public amputations occurred. Human rights organizations say the:

accused do not receive fair erials,

Friday, December 15, 2000. Please pray

L Jor comeris in Eoypr wha face persecuirion and the soruiiny of secrer police. Many are pressured to
recant by police who assume the convert was paid to convert. Pray for those who do recant and
are under pressure to become regular informers.

o that God will stens the tide of Christians in Tansania converring to Islam. Many have succumbed
because they are weak in faith, unsure how to defend their faith and unfamiliar with Muslim the-
ology. Pray that Ged will give them wisdom, an understanding of the Word and confidence to

stand for the Lord.
Friday, December 22, 2000. Please pray

Sollowrp will be provided for vadio lsreners. Wisdom is needed to discern the sin-
cerity of inquirers. One young man waited 8 years for a Bible he requested. A week after he
received one, he gave his life to Christ. Pray this young man’s life will continue to be transformed.
L for Syria during this time of iransition in government with the death of Hafez Assad. Pray that his
successor, his son Bashar, will grant greater freedom for Christians to share their faith.

o for b Churels i Ethivpia. Drought, famine and war continue to plague their region, yet the
Church is growing. Pray that Ethiopian believers will continue to be fervent in serving God.

bt ad

Friday, December 29, 2000. Please pray

- for twe young Sudanese whe came fo Christ putside therr bomelpnd. They went back home to share
their faith and have been imprisoned and beaten because of their testimony. Pray for God’s sus-
taining hand to be upon them, blessing and using them.

Cothat collvge studets will be smparted with the grear need of unpreached peoples as they meer with
istin workeys dusing the SALT and Urbana conventions being held between Christmas and the
New Year. May many determine to make a difference where the needs are the greatest.

Lo that the fighting between Muslims and Chidstians thar has spread all over Indonesia will soon end.
At least 675 churches have been destroyed. Pray for peace and the rebuilding of the churches.
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