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“There is no shortcut to understanding the people. When you understand
the people, you will often know what to say and do, and how. When people
know that the Christians understand them, they infer that maybe the High

God understands them too.”
—George G. Hunter III

the fifth century AD, a bishop named Patrick was

by Ged to minister among the Irish Celts.

se he understood them, Patrick realized that

ng the Celts with the gospel would require a

remarkably different approach than the usual Roman

method of evangelism. Thus, Patrick and his co-labor-

ers developed a ministry based on hospitalitcy and

friendship. By the time of his death, Patrick had start-

ed a movement that not only saved the Celts, but has
been credited with the saving of most of Europe.

The Celtic model of friendship evangelism is a very
effective model for the 21st century. For the Muslim, it
can be particularly effective because it is based on the
important tenet of hospitality.

As we practice hospitality and friendship towards
others, we can then point them to the One who is the
ultimare Friend: Jesus Christ. He is the example for

— Patrick’s model.
by K;Tberly RM. H;ll_ Jesus spent time with people, eating and drinking
— with them, getting to know and understand them.
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clieve you will enjoy and be challenged by the
coneepts set forth in our lead article and the campus
report on page five on friendship evangelism. One
priority of CMM is to find pastors and laypeople
who will become friends of Muslims living in the
United States. Even as I write this article, we are try-
ing to find someone to befriend a Muslim exchange
student from Uzbekistan.

While dreams, visions and
other manifestations are a striking
reminder of the sovereign move of
the Holy Spirit across Muslim
lands, still the general consensus
among those who are engaged in
sharing the gospel in Islamic con-
texts is that “friendship evange-
the most effective
approach.  Simply stated that
means becoming a friend to the one
with whom you wish to share the
truth abour Christ. In most cases
where Muslims decide to become
followers of Jesus, it is because
someone has taken the time to build
a bridge of friendship leading to
credibility.

lism” is

A few days ago I spoke with a
young Muslim man who accepted Christ in his
Middle-Eastern country over a year ago. He was
frightened that his family would learn of his conver-
sion. After doing my best to give him good counsel,
I learned he had been taught from childhood to dis-
trust “Churistians because they have corrupted their
scripture and worship three gods.”

What convinced him to be a serious inquirer? A

Christian student at the Islamic university offered
him genuine friendship. The young Muslim saw 2
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true Christian believer for the first time and was con-
vinced to follow Jesus.

Yes, friendship evangelism is where the real
“trench work” takes place in reaching Muslims with
the gospel, but it is where the results are most often
My friend Suliman comes from a strong
Muslim family. Upon learning of his con-
version, his father tried to crush his fore-
head with a cement block. He was
injured but spared and to this day prays
compassionately for his father and family.
Suliman’s eyes light up and a huge smile
breaks across his face when he speaks of a
national pastor who befriended him when
he was abandoned by everyone else.

S€en.

In America opportunities for friend-
ship evangelism among Muslims abound.
University cities are full of Muslim stu-
dents. Immigrant Muslims are in virtual-
ly all major cities and continue to trickle
down to the small towns. Large numbers
of them are in life transition situations
and await someone to befriend them.

Recently a lady who works with interna-
tional students on a large American uni-
versity campus attended a seminary class I
was teaching. In a discussion about the importance
of patience in friendship evangelism efforts, she quot-
ed a Muslim student, who said: Americans are friend-
by people, but they don’t make good friends. While |
don't entirely agree with this assessment, I believe the
point is worth pondering. Since we know that
Muslims are culturally relational people and are most
likely to respond when they see a sustained credible
reflection of Jesus in our lives, are we willing to invest
the time to practice friendship evangelism? @)




Iran
Iranian President
dacy for a second term amid accusations
that he has hindered reform by not stand-
ing up to the conservative clerics who
held ultimate power. Khatami

dent, “I den’t have sufficient powers to
implement the constitution.”

Khatami was swept into office in a
landslide victory in Iran’s 1897 general

elections on the promise of establishing a -

civil society with greater freedoms.

—Newsroom

Turkey

Fourteen months after the Istanbul :
Protestant Church filed for legal status as |

a religious foundation, Turkey's highest
court overruled all previous appeals, giv-
ing a green light to establishing the first
legally recognized Turkish evangelical
church.

“This begins a new step in Turkey’
commented Carolos Madrigal, pastor of
the 50-member congregation in Istanbul
and 15-member congregation in |zmir.

Over the past decade, some 20 con-
vert Christian congregations in Turkey
have been allowed to register their places
of worship as “houses of prayer”
Nevertheless, they have been subjected
to repeated police harassment.

“This legal recognition should put a
stop to that” according to the church’s
legal counsel. “This is the Supreme
Court's final ruling. It cannot be appealed
again or abrogated, and it must be
upheld”

Mohammad :
Khatarni is expected to declare his candi-

has
expressed his own frustrations, declaring
recently that after three years as presi- |

—Compass

Kenya

Religious leaders in an inter-faith
coalition pressing for constitutional
reform blame the government for
violence that left hundreds of
Nairobi slum dwellers homeless or
injured and four places of worship in
ruins.

Anglican Archbishop David Gitari,
who was injured while trying to quell
the fighting, called on the govern-
ment of President Daniel arap Moi to

resign over increasing insecurity and
mismanagement of national affairs.

Violence erupted when Muslims

began to fence a plot next to a
mosque in the Mukuru slum area and
tried to evict traders who had occupied
the area for several years. Muslims
claim they own the deed to the land.
The traders retaliaied by burning
down the mosque. Muslims, beginning
the celebration of Ramadan, respond-
ed by destroying the traders’ wares
and kiosks.

—Newsroom

Nigeria

Despite assurances that non-
Muslims would not be affected by the
implementation of [slamic law in nine
northern states, some Christians con-
tend that their ability to make a living
or use public transpertation has suf-
fered. The resulting increase in sectar-
ian tensions has triggered bloody
clashes.

In Kano state, where Islamic law,
or Sharia, officially became effective
last November, news that businesses
of non-Muslims may be affected has
caused some entrepreneurs to leave.
ln Niger state, the committee to imple-
ment Sharia has clashed with non-
Muslims over the sale of alcohol,
resulting in several deaths. Alcohol is
prohibited under Islamic law.

The Council of Ulamas, made up
of Muslim clerics, warned German
evangelist Reinhard Bonnke to stay
away from the northern states. The
warning came after the popular
Protestant preacher led a series of
meetings in Lagos in November that
attracted more than 1 million people.

The Ulamas vowed to use all
resources at their disposal to prevent
a visit by Bonnke, whose visit in 1991
was marred by a two-day bloody riot
that Muslims blame on the evangelist.

—Newsroom

Kazakhstan
The Kazak New Testament has
been completed for the first time in the
Central Asian language of Kazak. The
Bible League (South Holland, IL)
released the second edition of the
Kazak Holy Book, including the com-
pleted New Testament last fall. About
44,000 copies were produced in the
first print run. Half of them were dis-
tributed in the first three weeks.
Translation of the New Testament took
10 years.
—Pulse

Bulgaria

“We have been looking to the
West (for aid), but God is calling us to
turn our eyes to the East—to the
Mustims of Turkey and Central Asia’”
These words of an Eastern European
pastor were an indication of what God
was saying during a recent pastors’
training seminar conducted by two
CMM team members.

For some time God had been
impressing Bulgarian pastors con-
cerning the need 1o be more involved
in reaching out to the thousands of
Muslims in their country and beyond.
The pastor who was chosen to coordi-
nate this united outreach realized they
needed specialized training. They
called upon CMM to help equip them
for this pioneer ministry.

Over 50 pastors and Christian
workers attended the 4-day training
seminar near Scofia, the capital city.
Two participants from neighboring
Romania also shared stirring reports
of God’s challenge to them to train and
send missionaries, despite oppressive
economic hardships.

Jumaa prayer parthers pray regu-
larly that the Lord of the harvest will
send forth laborers into the harvest.
There is a deep sense that God is
truly answering their prayers.

—CMM Report
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Through His friendship, people of every race
and belief were drawn to Him; they knew He
could meet every need.

The beauty of friendship evangelism is
that it is universal: everyone can practice it and,
given time, almost everyone will respond 1o it,

I stumbled upon this model of ministry
quite by accident in graduate school. An
extremely diverse school, my circle of friends
represented more than a dozen different
nationalities, and for many, English was not
their first language. It was not surprising then
that most of my friends had never encoun-
tered the gospel of Christ at any level,
However, throughout the course of our 2
years together, after hundreds of lunches,
afternoon teas, and dinner parties, all of my friends had |
heard the gospel in one form or another.

Most often they heard it in the form of my story: why
I am who T am, how I got to be where I am, etc. My
story, like most Christians stories, is intimately tied to :
the hand of God and salvation through Iis Son. As a |
result of being open and genuine, many of my friends, |
including my Muslim friends, would come to me to share :
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their burdens and often ask for prayer. In fact, even
though we have graduated, they still do. The seeds of
Christ’s love have been planted and watered, and by faith
[ know that the Holy Spirit will bring them to fruition.

It’s true that 1 have no numbers o share, and I can-
not provide salvation statistics. But friendship evange-
lism isn’t for those who are looking for statistics. It is,
however, for those who genuinely desire to see their
friends come to know Christ. It
takes time, perseverance and prayer.

After 28 years of work, Patrick
only saw conversions in about 30
Celtic tribes. Yet within 100 years,
those 30 tribes changed all of
Europe through hospitality and
friendship. Al that was required
was willing hearts that understood
the people to whom they ministered
and had faith in a limitless God
whom they loved.

1 The discussion of Patrick and his style of
evangelism comes from George G. Hunrer's
The Celtic Way of Evangeliem:  How
Christianity Can Reach the West...Again,
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000,




Friendship Evangelism Reaches International

Students on U.S.

rgetown University in Washington, D.C., in the

fall of 1998. The purpose of AFP is to help interna- |

t10nal students in their transition to the United States

an_df. provide them with opportunities o experience
American culture. Services provided by AFP include |
airport pickups, host families; holiday events, cultur— 5

al activities and more,

In the last three years over 150 volunteers ffoni
local churches have befriended more than 300 inter-

national students from at least 40. countries.-
- Through uncondltlonal friendship- with these, stus
dents, many volunteets and AFP staff have had the:
‘opportunity to share their faith W1th these forergn-_.
students. For some students it Was the first trme they:_‘

e are here in the States.

. had ever heard the gospel

Because AFP is a program of Chl Alpha a’ mln—

lstry that reaches out to students on secular. eoﬂege
campuses, many intérnational students also'come to
- our Christian activitics and Bible studies, =

he American Friends Program (AFP) began ar -

| friendship.

I American. Friends
“accept: Christ as Savior
- because
‘monies,: both- spoken and

at Georgetovm: have been

+ friendship and hc_)'sp'itali'ty
o Offered_through- ATFP  In

College Campus

'The maicrity of international students who come
to the United States return to their homelands with-
out ever making an American frlend or belng invited
to an American home. e
This is very sad because
when the students are
here, they are open to
those - who offer them
Through. the
Pro-
gram’ we have had many

‘of ~the" testi-
unspdkeﬁ'," df ‘those’ who.
befriend" them ‘while they__

Irrterrrat'ioh'alf. studen't_s :

overwhelmed = by - the

- fact one student sald he
_ decided - on Georgetown
over other schools™ because

g Frrends Program

attrlbuted to bibheal prmcr- :

- and New Testamen_ts._ God. " °
hasn’t changed His mind;*~

all nations to know and
serve Him. AFP is‘one way
God’s will is being accom-

plished. '
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- of the epp0rtﬁhity't0" par--
ticipate in the’ Amencan e

The success of AFP can be o

ples found in borh the Old: - iy

His desire is for people of -




POPULATION. 3,490,435

GEEICAL LANGUAGE:  Albanian (official dialect: Tosk)
ETHNIC GROUPS. Albanian 95%, Greeks 3%, Other 2%
RELIGIONS. Muslim 70%, Albanian Orthodox 20%

The Republic of Albania became a communist nation in the 1940s. Tn
1967, the atheistic government seized the property of all churches,
mosques and synagogues. Finally, in 1991, the communist regime in
Albania ended. The Albanian government once again legalized the prac-

tice of religion, and further safeguarded this practice in the 1998

Albanian Constitution.

~ pum j)eoplé.

1 Unless otherwise noted, all statistics come from the ClA World Factbook 2000, US Depariment of State 2000 Annual Report on international
Religious Freedom: Indonesra and Bethany World Prayer Center’s “The Unreached Peoples Prayer Profiles”
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Friday, May 4, 2001. Please pray

student,

-and are being baptized. Pray that the Holy Spirit will empower them to stand
strong in the face of persecution. Pray especially for five who were baptized last summer in such
a place.

1. Mosques are sprmgmg up throughout Europe w1th great expansion
belng evident in Germany
: i to Muslims living among them.

5 000 people have been killed in sectarian violence the past two years. Thous:mds have fled to
North Slllawe31 to escape this threat.

He has been released but dlscrlmmatlon continues in the country.

Pray that this plan will be thwarted and Christian students W"lﬂ have dJscernment and courage
to withstand.

Pray specifically that God will send new teams into Northern China, Malaysia and
Daghestan.

; Pray that God will work in their hearts, causing thern to feel a burden to becotne full—
time missionaries to Muslims.
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Friclay, June 1, 2001, Please pray

. ; . Pray that many work-
ers will respond to the challenge concerning outreach to Muslims being made by 2 CMM team
member. Praise God for the many Two-thirds world missionaries who are going to Muslim
countries.

where Christians continue to be threatened, raped or imprisoned.
Pray that God will change the government and provide strength and protection for the Church.
and rebuild homes for the battered Chechen

people.

Friday, June 8, 2001. Please pray

.. Pray that God will provide jobs for

srien Pray thar the information and courses they received will impact them and bring them to
a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Friday, June 15, 2001. Please pray

/ 2. Pray God will anoint the CMM team member who will be
tcachmg Islamlcs the next two chks

e - who have been affecied by the ongo-
ing vmlence and tension in that region. Pray that God will bring unity and peace.

Frlday, June 22, 2001, Please pray

4 He has been imprisoned for preachmg in
the streets, Propagation of the gospel is allowed by the constitution of Pakistan,

Friday, June 29, 2001, Please pray

. Pray that the Lord will strengthen their hearts and encourage them
with His comfort,

- Pray that He will remove the resistant forces and raise up workers for this harvest field.
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