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s, says, " Before the event, the congregation had 3 mem-
! o converted to Orthodox Islam, so the appeal of Islam is
not unprecedented. It has always made its mark in the black com-
munity of Chicago. But since September 11, the number of mem-
bers converting to the Muslim faith has reached up to 23 per
month. My colleagues in other districts are reporting simi-
lar dramatic increases. While it is ironic that a terrorist
artack would herald the entrance of more converts into
their faith, the issue perplexes me.”
He continues by saying that the former—now turned
Muslim—menmbers justify their acceptance of Islam by
referring to its simplicity, clarity and equality for all races.
Many of them feel resenument towards the government,
thus rowards the whole system with Christianity mixed in.
Others have stated that it wasn't just the September 11
attacks that got them interested in Islam, but it was the
anti-Islamic websites, a hostile media and racism directed
it towards Muslims that sparked their deep interest.

Americ, and the massive number This pastor s plerplexed by what is relally causing this
of African-American converts—in - F e e e i of
an;OPS’ Cp!leges and inner the Church have an impact?
cities—is a key factor.
MOI‘E ‘than 2 ml”IOE'I black In order to understand what is motivating this increased inter-
Muslims live in the United States,  estin Ishm in the African-American community, a historical pet-
and if current tren ds pre\lail, that spective is needed. The growth of Islam in the United States dates

ﬁgure will continue io swell. back as far as the importation of black slaves from Africa. Some
continued on page 4




million African-
s comprise almost
the total population
roximately 6 million
Muslims in America. Large
numbers have converted to
Islam in the prison system,
college campuses and the
inner cities.

In an April 3, 2000,
interview with Christianiry
Today, Carl Ellis, Jr., presi-
dent of Project Joseph, states, .

Out of the 2.6 million African-American Muslims
the Nation of Islam makes up only abour 18,000 to
20,000. But, with leaders like Lowis Farrakhan, it
makes the most noise.

We must realize that theve are essentially two kinds
of African-American Muslims. One group is whar I call
the Black Nationalist-type Muslims. They would include
the six Nations of Islam-—the movement has splintered
since the death of Elijah Muhammad in 1975-—plus a
couple of other groups. All these groups have a theology
based on the historical core cultural isues of Afyican
Americans—dignity, identiry, significance, empower-
ment—along with various doctrines that claim God is
black and the white man is the devil.

The other group is what I call maintine Muslims.
They derive their theology straight out of the Qur'an and
the Hadith. The mainline Muslims would include the
Orthodox: [Sunni] Muslims, the Shi‘ites, the Sufis and
the Abmadiyyas. They all fight among themselves as to
who is right. The Orthodox sect is by far the largest, with
roughly 2.2 million adberents. Granted, most of the
Oyrthodox Muslims in the United States were introduced
to Islam through one of the Black Nationalist groups. Bur
as time passes, a smaller percentage will come from those

group: .

African-American converts list the following as some
of the appealing aspects of Tslam:
Simplicity. To the petson on the street, Islam often does
not appear to be as complicated as Christianity. Muslims

2 Intercede

market their faith accordingly, stat-
ing that the single requirement for
becoming a Muslim is to pro-
nounce the Shahada (there is no
deity except Allah and Muhammad
is the messenger of Allah).
Ratienality.  Muslims  say
Christianity contains irrational
beliefs and practices. Concepts
such as the Tiinity are held up as
incomprehensible distortions of
Jesus’ teaching. Muslim teachings
are black and white, containing no
irrational concepts and no miracles to explain.
This-Worldliness. The Quran #s said to contain a pre-
scription for an ideal political, economic, judicial, social,
moral and religious system, revealed by God for His peo-
ple. Muslims often ask why the New Testament contains
no structural information in these areas.

Equality. Islam appears to emphasize the equality of all
individuals, races, ethnic groups and social classes.
Individualism. Islam #s perceived as being a do-it-yourself
religion, having no strongly developed hierarchical struc-
ture. It is personalized and most rituals may be performed
in the privacy of one’s own home.

External discipline. Many African-American males
long for the kind of structure that Islam provides, espe-
cially The Nation of Islam. Perceiving themselves as vic-
tims of social disorganization, many African-American
males see [slam as a way to redefine one’s manhood.
Liberation. Many African-Americans embrace the belief
that since “Christians” enslaved Muslim Africans, chang-
ing their religion and names and displacing their culture,
they must revert back to their cultur~' and religious roots.
Many females convert to Islam in reaction to the feminist
subculture chat formerly “held” them.

Space does not allow me to point out the many fal-
lacies in the above aspects. However, please read the lead
article with an open mind, inform yourself about the
African-American Muslim community, and make a con-
certed effort to pray for, love and reach out to them with
a true Christian witness.
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- Malaysian. -
. Mohamad, who has led Malaysia for the last
2t -yéars, announgced his- resignation “on i
~= 2 June 22, The direction of religious freedom
e in thig! Southeast Asian country is threat--
'~ ened not so much’ by his successor as by.
7. ihe political- party Parti-Islam : sj- Malaysia:
- (PAS), After pleadings ftom his fellow: lead-
. ers; Mahathir quickly ‘recanted’ his. resigna-.
- tion only to-anriounce three days later that |

- hewould step ‘down in-late- 2003 and.
. 'Deputy:.Prime: Minister Abduliah: - Ahmad'_
i - Badawi would sticceed him. Mahathlr wasa:;
stabtllzrng, if- ‘controversial;
i Mushim- dominated; multi- ethnic’ country-
.. made ‘up’of Malays; Indians: and Chinese. |
‘--".-_..'_-.The latter . two groups .- have . the ‘largest 1.
;___.'-ijhrlstlan populations. - Malaysras Consti- -
-4 tution upholds relrglous freedom but: pre-_'.__
+“vents proselytizing’ among Muslims: ‘Many _'
-+ 'Malaysian Christians * are- hopeful current-_
TR "religtous freedoms erI be malntamed "
i - e 'j’.Compass _

' A CIVIM team member partJCJpated rn"' 5
“ the recent Eleventh Hour Institute heid i
in Johannesburg; South Africa. This.|
Institute brought together missionaries . R
of all". nationalities. and key church |- e
3-_.teaders ‘o' better prepare - them - for
ministry. - throughout' :
Africa. The Ieadershrp is focusing ort- |
“the preparation of workers in Africa for_'
_what they believe i is the eleventh: hour
I harvest, based ‘on’ the- parable of ' -Al
| Jesus in Matthew 20:1-16. This meet- |~
- vate Musltm schools sacked Muslrm
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“Priffie - Minister -

Pakrstan

_.'_-_':"The Paklstan govemment cIalms that !nter—
B -__"_-:.nationai critics are unfair.in allegations that
*the 1986 amendments 10 its-harsh blasphe- |
'my laws: target the- countrys religious:
By J_m[norltles Aooordlng to lnterior Mrnrstry sta-
S istics; nearly: 75 percent .of the: countrysi_' -
B *blasphemy cases’ registered. every.‘year.
- implicate Muslim-citizens, But except fora |

- few prominent cases, most Muslim. defen-

.:. dants are granted bail soon._after- their
i arfest, while judicial proceedlngs continue {
<" '6n. their "case. By contrast,.
' ..charged  with . blasphemy “are routinely.
- irefused bail by locaf judges; who Justn‘y their
- incarceration” as' protechon” from possible ]
‘As & result; a-

attacks ‘whils under: trial

‘Mahathir

force in " this"

Chrlstlans. .

Chrlst|an wcttmlzed by blasphemy'
_charges typically spends years in jail
until his verdict by a lower court; and
years more while his probable convic- §

tion is being appealed to the higher

cotirts. Once acquitted, - as ‘all have |7 -
been to date, most flée the country for:
'asyfum abroad-in order to -escape |
' ongorng extrem|st threats agarnst thelr 1.
llves ' : :

B .——Compass

(R Kazakf:smn _
Kazakh authorities have den_[ed a

~ Baptist family - access to theit: own'
home ‘and confiscated their washlng 4
"machme as well-as denying a regular -

meeting place 10 the congregatton that;

used their home. This .is part: of the }:
“Chureh in Iskenderun The church

contlnuang Kazakh crackdown on:

“unregistered relrglous commumtres A.
local official has told: Keston' that’ the |

family was not reglstered to-live in its

_home, whilst a court ofﬂcral has aisof _'
i ._defended the ruiing. . o %
e SR —Keston News Serwce-_ _

sz&eiﬂsmn e

'_:A pastor of the Christian Full Gospet-_i
" Churchiin the town of Andijan: nearthe-
“border.” with. Kyrgyzstan has:com- |
“plained- that members -of his churchf‘ '
: are- bemg openly subjected fo pres-. ",

sure by the authorities. Lécal authori-*

ties are biocktng the church's apphca— ‘on
- tion for registration, saylng the church 1P ]

& tional rights: to treedom o' 'worsh|p an
2 rellgtous actwlttes

undeSIrab!e” D

Smi'f: Afﬂca

cross- culturai

ing. tncluded 150 African: Ieaders and:

‘teachers from- the “southern ‘area: of'@:
“Africa. The CMM. team’ member. chal-
lénged: them. wrth thé “need for the_ -
- growirig number of Africa’s Muslims to 2

'-'Turkrsh secunty ponce ordered a .

" mesting for 40 years.in thée southeast: -
Ry ern: port city of !skenderun to ctose its

-1 doors. in.mid_Jurig; declaring the™
-church had “no iegal basis”and thatits +© |
- activities were harmiul to society. The i

_';_found it Very dltftcuit © be"forbtdden to
worshtp wrth hls congregat:on f_or th

: case before the admin:

-_rorlsm may glve Pre5|den BL}
-chance to turn Yemen rnto a one par

hear the good news about Jesus: and o

§ suggested culturatly appt’opriate ways'- o

to share the message, The: growth of .

: the Church in Africa in the last decade

has been' unprecedented and: the';--.'_‘- |

.Ieaders want to see tt contrnue S |

o _—CMM i

Tarkeg

Protestant “Christian congregatron e

SeCU”W polrce of Hatay provrnce-i@"

met i |ts current tocat|on for

_ behalf  of the

governors and rssued rutesﬁ for Fnday':_




estimate that as many as 30 percent of the slaves brought
to this country were Muslims. Today the majority of
African-American Muslims follow the teaching of the
Orthodox Sunni faith. But it was not always so.

Birth of Afrfcan»Ameéiwn Istam

In 1913 Noble Drew Ali founded the Moorish
American Science Temple in Newark, New Jersey. He
claimed that all blacks were “Asiatics” and that they were
the descendants of the Moabites and Canaanites. He
taught that Islam is the “natural” faith of all “Asiacics.”
Ali's success was partially due to the fact thar African
Americans were disadvantaged and mistreated in
American society. Another contributing factor may have
been his teaching that there was no heaven or hell. Noble
Drew Ali died in 1926.

A traveling peddler appeared in Detroit in 1930.
Though he had more than one name, he was most often
known as W. D. Fard. He claimed that he had been born
in Mecca of an Arab father who was from the same tribe
as Muhammad. He also claimed to be the reincarnation of
Nobel Drew AlL '

Fard labored in and around Detroit for three years,
gathering approximately 8,000 followers. His teaching
was strongly based in Black supremacy. He taught that all
whites wete evil. He selected an inner circle of trusted dis-
ciples, some of whom came to believe that he was the
incarnation of Allah. Following some difficulties with the
law, W. D). Fard disappeared in 1933. His disappearance
was never adequately explained. However, the influence of
his teaching continued to be felt for many years.

The next key figure in the development of the Black
Muslim movement was Elijah Poole. He was born in 1898
in Sandersville, Georgia, as the son of a Baptist preacher.
He moved to Detroit in 1923 at the age of 25 to find work
in the auto factories, as did a host of other poor African
Americans. Elijah Poole met Fard in 1931. He assimilated
Fard’s teaching and soon became his trusted helper. His
name was changed to Elijah Muhammad, a name that was
highly influential in the Black Muslim movement until his
death in 1975.

Development of The Nation of Islam

Elijah Muhammad continued the Black supremacist

teaching of his mentor. He mixed the teachings from the
Bible that he had learned from childhood with some
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teachings from the Qur'an. He clearly taught that white
people were of the devil. Developing a highly disciplined
organization known as The Nation of Islam, he taught
high moral principles and preached self-help to many
poor African Americans.

Tn 1947, Malcolm Little, also the son of a Christian
minister, was serving a prison term for armed robbery. He
was introduced to the teaching of Elijah Muhammad by
his sister and was soon converted. Five years later, when
released from prison he became fully devoted to Elijah
Muhammad and soon was chosen as the national
spokesperson for The Nation of Islam. He also served in
the prestigious position as minister of Temple No. 7 in
Harlem. During his years of close association with Elijah
Muhammad, Malcolm Little’s name was changed to
Maleolm X.

Malcolm X was deeply influenced in 1963 by the
questions raised concerning the moral ethics of Elijah
Muhammad. Malcolm X subscribed completely to the
high standard preached by his mentor, but the rumors
concerning Elijah Muhammad’s sexual indiscretion
proved true.

When President John Kennedy was killed, all the
ministers of The Nation of Islam were told to remain
quict and out of the media spotlight. Malcolm X spoke
out and was suspended for 90 days from his leadership
positions. In January 1964, he was removed as the minis-
ter of the high profile Temple #7 in Harlem. He com-
pletely withdrew from The Nadon of Islam on March 8,
1964.

Origins of Sunni Islam in the
Afvican-American Community

By the time Malcolm X withdrew from The Nation of
Islam, he had already questioned some of the teachings,
such as the prophethood of Elijah Muhammad and the
extreme position of Black supremacy. He had begun
examining the more orthodox teaching of the Sunni faith
of Islam.

Malcolm X was approved to go on the pilgrimage to
Mecca in April 1964. That proved to be an eye-opening
experience. In Mecca he found people of all races follow-
ing the orthodox teaching of Islam.

Perhaps it would be fair to say that Malcolm X was
converted to Orthodox Islam as a result of his visir to
Mecea. When he returned, he changed his name two El-
Hajj Malik El-shabazz. His wife said, “He went to Mecca




a Black Muslim and came back a Muslim.” He immedi-
ately began to preach the more orthodox message of Islam.

Malcolm X was killed on February 21, 1965, just a
year and three months after John E Kennedy. Although
Elijah Muhammad continued to lead The Nation of Islam
for 10 more yeats, the dramatic breaking of the relation-
ship between Elijah Muhammad and Malcolm X had
sown seeds that would bear a harvest when Elijah died on
February 25, 1975.

Wallace D. Muhammad, Elijah Muhamimad’s son,
was immediately selected to fill his father’s place of leader-
ship. Wallace D. Muhammad’s first goal was the complete
integration of The Nation of Islam with orthodox Islam as
practiced throughout the world. He moved away from
racism. He embraced America and the millions of
Muslims from many nations who live here. The Black
Muslim movement of W. D. Fard and Elijah Muhammad
was left behind. He was reaching forward to the global
faith of all Muslims and considering what it could do for
African American Muslims.

The name of the organization was changed and the
leadership decentralized. All races were accepred. The
Muslim prophet, Muhammad, who lived 1,400 years ago,
is now the leader to whom most African-American
Muslims lock for advice and counsel.

Louis Farrakhan

It was not surprising that some of these changes were
opposed. The high profile figure of Louis Farralhan, who
is often seen and heard today, was the most visible and
vocal opponent of reform. He broke off and retained the
name, The Nation of Islam. (There are several small splin-
ter groups that are using this name as well.) However, in
spite of all the press coverage he receives, Louis Farrakhan
has never succeeded in increasing his group to more than
30,000 members. This is rather small considering the 5 w
7 million Muslims residing in America. Because he has
found himself increasingly on the fringe, he is now seek-
ing to dialogue with the leaders of Orthodox Islam.

A Fresh Opportunity

It is a sad testimony to the failure of the Church that
in the early days of the Black Muslim movement, the sons
of two protestant preachers led The Nation of Islam.
Today the followers of Jesus have a fresh opportunity to
proclaim the truths of Jesus Christ. Will September 11
cause us to be possessed by fear and become an inward-
looking people? Or will we see that God has brought, and

is continuing to bring, people from many nations to live

in our towns and neighborhoods in order for them to be
loved by us and accepted as people of value?

If the gospel means anything, it means the sick are the
ones who need a doctor, not the well. Let us reach ourt to
all Muslims whatever their ethnicity and show them the
reality of what it means to really know God through
Christ! %
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Friday, November 1, 2002. Please pray
o Jor the Elrenit Hour Instituse being held in the Democrasic Kepublic of the Congo fram November 5-
24, A CMM team member will be sharing and encouraging the workers to reach out to. their
Muslim neighbors. Pray that each onc will be motivated toward such outreach.

Jor the thowsands of people suffiving and dying with ALDS, especially in Africa Pray thar God will
use this tragic condition to bring healing and the gospel message to many Muslims.
- Jor the mairy devour Musline who will begin their Ramadan fast on the Gih or the 7th. Pray that those
who are earnestly seeking to have an encounter with God will experience the truth of Jesus Christ
in a supernatural way.

Friday, November 8, 2002, Please pray
o that churches may nor forger 1o uphold the persecured chureh in an ongeing basis, but especially on
Sunday, November 10, International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church.
o Jor Zayed Yasin, the Harvard graduate who gave o graduation address on “American Jihad™ iés year
Pray that the Lord will send him a Christian friend who will be able to show him Ged’s love.
thar God will strengthen and encourage the Clurel i Irug. Pray that God will overrule the designs
of the government on the Church.

Friday, November 15, 2002. Please pray
- that peace will bold in the islends of Indenesia and the Laskar fibad will be dealr with decivively and
remed in by the Indonesian government so that the killing may not continue.
o Jor Ameb Chiistian leaders in Palestine who feel increasingly isolated from the Church because of
the strong support of Israel by Western Christians. Pray for God’s provision for them.
Jor the three Turkmendsian believers who are in hiding from the Secvet Police because they refuse to
renounce their faith.

Friday, November 22, 2002, Please pray

- Jor the Fifani family whe are imniigrasing to Canade from Iran via Tivkey Praise God for His inter-
vention on their behalf. Pray for their adjustment and for God’s provision for their every need.
Atefeh, the mother and wife, has MS.

oo Jor the country af Chad, Like many African countries, Islam is advancing and controlling the coun-
try. Pray that Christians will continue in their determination to spread the gospel even in the face
of intense resistance and persecution.

v dhar God will intervene in Usbekictan, A government religious affairs official has demanded that
churches stop preaching in the Uzbek language in order to prevent Muslims from hearing the
gospel.

Friday, November 29, 2002. Please pray
o for the Church in Nigeria that continues o suffér violence being pevpetuated by Ilamic extvemisis who
are determined to make Nigeria a Muslim state. Pray for God to protect the lives of His people, to
bring them spiritual freedom and an end to sharia law.

. thar Ged will Frant the Churel in Evitrea the f;f*f*fiﬂm to meet aind ?{,}:}fgfup the Lovd, Pray for the
release of all the closed churches.
o Jor @ howse chureh amveach to Muslims and Buddhists in the Bangkok, Thailand stums. Pray that
many will accept Christ as Savior and Lord.
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Friday, December 6, 2002. Please pray
. Jor the southern Sudanese people who are suffering intensely ar the hands of Muslims, Slavery is
endemic, aerial bombing is routine and the government of Sudan continues to orchestrate famine
as a weapon of mass genocide.

- Jor an 18-year-old Pakistani girl who was gang raped to shame the family because of a violation of
Islam by her 1-year-old brother, walking unchaperoned with a girl. Pray that God will heal her
wounded body and spiric and that she will come to an understanding of her value to the Lord. Rape
victims are ostracized and can never be married, so suicide is a common recourse.

. Jor Gods intervention in the lives of Arab Muslim immigrants living throughout Europe. An esti-
mated 100,000 live in London. Many are lonely and poor. Ask God to send a loving Christian
friend to each Muslim immigrant to bring hope in the midst of despair.

Friday, December 13, 2002. Please pray

. for the Christians in Ethiopia. They have suffered several violent attacks since the bombing of ter-
rorist forces in Afghanistan last year. Several churches have been destroyed and church leaders
imprisoned. Pray that Christians in Muslims areas of Ethiopia will continue faithful in witness.

. for wemen in Muslim countries, both expatriate and local, who find the trearment they receive
demeaning. Pray that the expatriate workers will find ways to build bridges of friendship that will
enable them to share the love of Christ and help local women to see their true value in Christ.
.for the many churches in Turkey that are facing trouble—possible terrorist attacks, bogus charges,
wearisome legal cases, negative press, aggressive Sunday morning demonstrations. Pray for God’s
wisdom and courage for the pastors. One is facing a possible five-year sentence.

Friday, December 20, 2002. Please pray

- that God will remove the vengeance and animosity toward the Sandi Arabian authorities for the mis-
treatment and injustices done against the Christians whe were jailed for so many months. Pray for con-
tinued witness in this very closed country.

<. for Reza, an Afghani who has come to the Lovd at a Persian fellowship in Greece. Pray that God will
continue to teach and train him and that eventually he will be able to attend Bible school and
become an evangelist among his own people.

. for protection of Christians in Kashmir. A Bible school student was martyred. Missionaries and stu-
dents had been instructed to leave the area, but he and several others had remained there to witness
and minister to thousands of refugees.

Friday, December 27, 2002. Please pray

. for endurance and fuith for the persecuted Chyistians in Turkmenistan, perhaps the most repressive
of the former Soviet republics. The government has expelled all known foreign Christians.

. Jor young Muslim-background belicvers who are becoming active participants in churches that are
being planted. Pray that God will raise up hundreds of Spirit-led workers to plant contextualized
churches among Muslims.

. Jor at least seven Christians who are being imprisoned in Pakistan without bail on questionable blas-
phemy charges, If convicted, they must be given a deach sentence. Pray for Ayub Masih, Ranjha
Masih, Aslam Masih, Jhang Amjad, Asif Masih, Augustine “Kingri® Masih and Pervez Masih.
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