chstmct .
L accent.

arcxa_wasr ralsed na’ Chnstxan'

Savior at ar n" early age In her early-

nerisms

ome and had a'c'cepted Chnst as her _'

20s, she had married a “born-again”
believer who turned out to be very
abusive. After their divorce, a bitter

Marcia blamed God for the situation.

In a backslidden condition,

Marcia went to work at a hospital.

She clearly remembers the day she
met “the man of her dreams.”

~ “It was just before noon and I was
stafiding by the nurse’s station when
my thoughts were interrupted by a

voice telling the charge nurse he

needed to take a few minutes off for
noon prayer. When I looked up, the
man who spoke was just a few feet
aivay. He had an accent and his man-
were rather different.

- | Though I had been a Christian all my
life, I had never known anyone who

“| asked for prayer time, so his request

| impressed me a great deal.
“For the next few weeks he was

_',assigned to me for training. As we
|- worked together I really enjoyed his
good sense of humor and his charm-

ing manners. Not once did T hear
him use profanity or show disrespect
to anyone. He was working to sup-

continued on pags 4




- is one of the most important decisions
is why we are using this issue of Jntercede
question of interfaith and intercultur-

Intercultural marriage is not a problem in and of

itself. Though it can certainly present adjustment
challenges that will complicate the relationship, to
marry someone of a different race or culture is not
wrong.

The question concerning interfaith marriages is
quite different, however. The Bible teaches that fol-
lowers of Jesus should marry those who have a simi-
lar faith and spiritual commitment.

The passage in 2 Corinthians
6:14 says, Do not be yoked rogethe
with unbelievers. For what do vight-
eousness and wickedness bave in com
mon?  Or what fellowship can ligh
have with darkness? Although this
passage can properly apply to many
different human relationships, there
is no doubt that it certainly applies to

marriage.

I have come to believe that
“falling in love” is a fallacy. Love is
not the rush of physical attraction.
Love is a decision and commitment
that is made with heart, mind, spirit and will, and it
must be reaffirmed on a continuing basis.

Unfortunately, our Western culture tells young
men and women that strong physical attraction is
love. Thus, when any two people experience this
“feeling,” our culture dictates that they have a “moral
right” to sleep together.

In the West we think that when we marry a per-
son, we are simply blending our lives with the man or
woman of our dreams. This is reinforced by our
strong individualistic approach to life. Yet the truth
is, you not only marry a person, but you also marry
that person’s family, as well as the “culture” in which

2 Intercede

Ministry to Muslims =

your mate has been raised.

What surprises await those who marry a culture?

A southern girl from Alabama who marries a
young man from Ohio will be shocked beyond words
when her mother-in-law cuts the tops off the turnips
and throws them away. After all, in Alabama the
turnip greens are why turnips are planted in the first
place.

A young American lady who marries a man from
Iran may be surprised when her husband’s two broth-
ers arrive from their homeland and move in to spend
six months while looking for a job or seeking
entrance to a university. The
B shock is even greater when she
realizes that she is expected to
cook meals for her brothers-in-
aw, wash their clothes and even
iron their shirts.

Surprise may turn to disbelief
when the new bride finds that
her husband has loaned money
to his brothers, turning their
L8 carefully crafred budger into
#8 shambles. Her husband’s expla-
| nation is the simple statement
¥ chat he is the oldest brother and,
M a5 such, has a special family
responsibility to his brothers.

The Christian home and church needs to do a
much better job of teaching children and young peo-
ple true biblical values. The Bible is the spiritual
manual for success in life.

QOur society contradicts biblical teaching from
the halls of political leadership in government to the
television entertainment in our family room. It is
time for the Church and the Christian parents of our
tand to speak and teach whar our children and young
people need to hear before they make decisions that
could potentially destroy their lives.




April 10-Jume 2, 2000

The third annual institute of
Istamic Studies (lIS) was held on the
beautiful campus of Asia Pacific
Theological Seminary (APTS) in
Baguio, Philippines, from Aprit 10-
June 2, 2000. Pastors, missionaries
and Christian workers from nine Asian
and Western nations devoted eight
weeks to intensive training to develop
skills for effective ministry to Muslims.

Some came straight from the front
lines of service where they minister in
the extremely difficult environment of
unspeakable horrors of war. For them
this was a time of healing and renew-
al. For all involved, it was a time of
spiritual refreshing, in addition to
learning practical concepts and cre-
ative strategies for ministry.

The Institute, a joint effort of APTS
and CMM, Iin cooperation with
Assemblies of God Asian Missions
Association (AGAMA), is a compre-
hensive 8-week program that seeks to
prepare Asian missionaries for min-
istry to Muslims in their own countries
or cross-culturally.

Courses are taught by outstand-
ing Evangelical and Pentecostal
scholars and missionaries who have
extensive experience in ministry to
Muslims in various parts of the world.

The Institute offers a unique
opportunity to deepen one’s
understanding of, and love for,
Muslim peoples.

ctors fer 118 2000

Dr. Jim Bennett (CMM)
Dr. Robert Douglas
Harry Morin (CMM)

Vivienne Stacey
Dr. Don McCurry
Dr. Phil Parshall
David F. Arzouni

Biractors ol TIS

Mike lL.angford
Dale Fagerland (CMM)

Goals of 1S

03 Promote vision for ministry to
Muslims

L} Encourage participation in
ministry to Muslims

L Provide guidance to those
calied to ministry to Muslims in
fulfilling their calling with confi-
dence and effectiveness

Encourage the development
of understanding of Muslims,
their faith and cultures

d Develop essential skills and
disciplines in ministering effec-
tively to Muslims

LI Intensify prayer and interces-
sion on behalf of Muslims and
specific opportunities o
Muslims

ropresented

England
Germany
Korea
Japan
Malaysia
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Thailand

United States
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1

St t0 attend a church so
Lsed and had a pn—

\
.
y aftet our maxrlage, 1
|
d He became very. excrtw |

onfinued from page 1

o his famﬂy from the P

ed and called his family to cele-
brate the occasion.
“During the first few months

. of our marriage we had several

discussions about religion which
ended in heated arguments.
Thus, we decided not to bring up

|. the subject of Jesus as the Son of

God and the crucifixion story. T

was allowed to go to church

Chrlstmas Easter and Mothers

_Day'. But on the_, way home we
would engage in terrible argu-

ments. He would say that I
shamed him and the honor of his
faﬁiily because I wouldn’t submit
to Islam.

“Except for our religious &if
ferences, our life was coing. well

until the birth of our first son. I
" had never seen any man happier

to have a son than my husband.

He called his family the day our

| son was born and they were all

proud of us. They praised me

|| highly. My husband said that he

was proud of me and that God,
too, was pleased with me. For a
short time I was the jewel on the
family crown and it felt wonder-
ful: T was proud to be his wife and

the mother of our son.
“After the birth of our firsc

~son, my husband became more
- zealouis in his faith. - He declared

- our son was a Muslim and by

Islamic law 1 was a Muslim
through marriage. Our son was

given an Islamic name and 1 was

informed  that my husband had
already whispered verses from the
Qur’an in his ear after birth.
“Mixed feelings of anger and
resentment came over me. How
could he deceive me like this. He
had changed and T felt as if T did-




o't know him anymore All he could
~ think about was to raise his son as a
_ "'Mushm We fought and raised our
_.“.VOLCCS in ariger almost every day. He
. was trying to isolate:me from every-
' one,- mclucimg my family, and
L --.though he never raised his hand ‘to
me; I Wondered When that Would

'o years later we had our sec—:
By this “time -was not
allowed to got to chuirch ar all and our |

L ond . son

second son was. called Muhammad

" “Years passéd.and. because of ‘my
. '{1pr1de I swas afraid to confide in my
B parents about my self-made sitiia-

o ;"r_tlon W}lat T once Ioved about this

_ "_Mushm mad, T now hated. He men-

o thI’lCd ‘marty times thata divorce was

7 ner artoptioi, He said he would take

ooy sons and: d.lsappear in his country
S “and Iw ould never see: them again.

: and read, my hldden Bible, and final-
ly c[ec1ded o Visit @ church Wlthout
VL _-hIS know_ledge The Lord restored my

2y ';fstep at
i relatlonshlp

i were 'mtercedmg f01 my farmly andj'

- "-:_me 1 hved my life dally as the Bible

' j;d1rected me and as a Chnstmn wife

_i:Shou_ld and mY hquandS treatment |

RSy of e began to 1mprove

“After awhlle he chd not object t0

S began 0. pray to the Lord to |
N '_:';;_somehow relieve me. and ‘my sons |
o rom such aheavy burden.: I'prayed -

me reading my Bible and going to
church. He even visited the church |
attended on occasion. Whenever he
would argue about the deity of
Christ, T just kept my peace and

‘prayed.

“T started to study the statistics

concerning  marriages  between

| Muslim men and American women.

Thousands 01C marriages are per-

{ formed vearly, but cight out of ten
_'en_d in_ bitter. divorces and the chil-
| dren sometimes are taken away by

: ﬂic men and never again scen by
'._their'm(')thers I refused before the

Lord to become another statistic. I

| prayed and fasted for the salvation of

my husband. And though our life
was still ap and down, T was deter-
mined to serve the Lord no matter
what.

“The Lord began to open my

‘husband’s eyes to see some miracles

of healing in my father’s life. As the
result of ongoing prayers by hun-

“dreds of partners in the Lord and

unconditional love, my husband
began reading the Bible. By the
power of the Holy Spirit and grace of
God, my husband became fascinated
with the story of Jesus. He was drawn
to the Fisher of Men, and Jesus man-
ifested himself to my husband in
such a powerful way that evenrtually
hie was not only saved, but also bap-
tized in the Holy Spirit.

- “After the conversion of my hus-

band I had to go through a different
| kind of battle. His family blamed me
1 for my husband’s conversion.

- “His father stopped all commu-
nication with him and considered

him dead to the family. The thought
' of being dead to his father and fami-

ly put rmy husband under great pres-
sure. The feelings of guilt and sorrow
created a conflict within him and I

~was caught in the center of its rage.

“His brothers and sisters took
turns engaging in psychological war-
fare against me. They believed 1 was
the scle reason for the loss of their
beloved brother. Despite all the
explanations he offered them, they
refused to see the real reason for his
conversion.

“My mother-in-law came to visit
us, hoping to restore her son back to
the family and to Islam. Despite the
language barrier, for four months she
and I battled in a ‘love and hate” war
zone. I loved her everyday, even
when she placed the Qurian on my
husband’s dresser. I loved her when
she faithfully prayed to Allah five
times a day. I understood a mother’s
love for her son, but the spirit of
oppression that entered our home
was entirely a force of its own. Every
day as I removed the Quran to
replace it with the Bible, T prayed
even harder.

“My husband was battling a spir-
it that had held him captive for 30
years while the Spirit of Christ in
him was fighting to keep him on the
right path.

“After my  mother-in-law
retutned to her home we began to
pick up the pieces and moved on to
the next chapter of out lives, but only
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Churist
and one day at a time.

“My husband’s salvation was a
miracle. It has been a hard and long
road for both of us and we have not
yet arrived.

“The abuse among the women of
such marriages is so overwhelming,
neither of us recommend such
unions. Taking a biblical approach
would spare a young lady the
heartache and disappointment of
such an unwise marital union.” 4.
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In the minds of most American women, Islam is :

simply a religion. Though they realize that it differs |

greatly from the ways they were raised in Christian
homes, it is still, in their minds, simply a religion.
However, this is a very incorrect assumption...one
that will cause them grief and heartache in the years
ahead should they become romantically involved and

marry a Muslim man.
The truth is, Islam is a total way of life for the

Muslim community, laying out the rules for how |

things ate to be done in every walk of life—including
marriage.

The Muslim community is cohesive and forms a
group pressure that its members must abide by. For
Muslims, family and community are very impor-
tant...much more so than for most Americans.

It is important to know that when an American

woman meets a Muslim man, regardless of whether |

he is a devout or nominal Muslim, the sense of
belonging to a culture, a family and a community is
deeply ingrained. Even if the man does not appear
religious, Islam goes beyond a religious belief to the
persor’s very identity in his family and community.
Customs regarding engagements, weddings and
marriage in the Middle East are very different than
here in America, When a man decides he wants o
get married, he tells his family and his mother and
female relatives begin looking for a suirable wife. If
he has someone in mind, his mother will check her
out for him. If the girl is not engaged or already
pledged to someone and is interested in geiting mar-
ried, the boy’s family will arrange a meeting to for-
malize an agreement to marry. Families are involved

in the whole marriage process. And though the son |
- Muslim man and contemplating marriage to him, we
' encourage you to study Islam to learn about the cul-

might be marrying an American woman, the man’s
family is still usually involved in the process.
Islam places a great responsibility on the man in

his role as 2 Muslim and 2s the head of the house.
That responsibility has been ingrained in the Muslim

i

man from birth.

'The Qur’an speaks of the man’s responsibility to
raise his children as good Muslims, and the commu-
nity helps reinforce these ideas by subtly pressuring
its members to conform. Thus the greatest difficul-
ties in these interfaith marriages most often come
when children are born.

Even i the Muslim man has previously agreed
that their children can learn of Churistianity and per-
haps even go to chuich with his wife, when a child is
born, the man’s deeply ingrained sense of responsibil-
ity comes to the forefront. Not only will he have an
internal pressure to raise his children in the faith of
Islam, but his family and the Muslim community
will place outward pressure on him as well.

Cross-cultural marriages are a challenge and

require enormous amounts of prayer to work through

the differences in language, culture and family
upbringing. However, interfaith margiages, especial-
ly those between Muslims and Christians, are deci-
sively more challenging.

Today statistics show that an estimated 80 per-

cent of all marriages between Muslim men and

American women end in divorce. In many instances,
the children of such unions are taken by the father
and never again seen by the mother. After all, the
Qur'an and Hadith give the father this right (see
Womern's Rights on page 4).

Though some Muslim men do convert to
Christianity, the mar’s family will exert great pressure
on him, causing the couple to have to deal with dif-
ficult situations. Very often these problems become
insurmountable and the union still ends in divorce.

For American women who might be dating a

tural differences and how Islam views women's rights
and roles in marriage. Doing this might save you
heartache in the future. (1\\
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Friday, September 1, 2000. Please pray
Jor the students who are raking the /‘J}}j?“é»‘dfjfs‘ to Mustims class being taught by a CMM team
member qi Foangel University in Springfield, 3/ O. Pray that their hearts will be open to learn how
to understand Muslims and reach out to them with the gospel message.

o the 375,000 Muslim Dongxiang people in NW China with no known Christians among them.
Only 12 percent of them are hterate in Chinese, making them ditficult to reach.
< that the government of Cote d'luoive, West Africa, will nov be influenced by the Muslim polivical
pariies in thar country that are appealing for the introduction of Islamic law and the teaching of
Arabic in state schools.

Friday, September 8, 2000. Please pray

L thar God will intevvene in the situation in East Timor, Indenesiz, and provide workers to bring
physical and spiritual food to the refugees in the camps in West Timor.

- for B. an Iranian man whe came o a church and said. T am tived of my life, I want to become
@ Christian. " Pray he and others will make a total commitment to the Lord.

- for the veflgee struation in jovdan, which bas become the baven for vefugres from the Avab world,
Pray that the Church will seize every opportunity to minister physically and spiritually to these
displaced people.

Friday, September 15, 2000. Please pray

- that God will continue to drane Muslims unto himself as they interact with Christians who may
f%’:’ fesitant to share their faith because of restrictions placed on them. May God’s love shine
through their lives.

- Jor a Turkish woman in the Chicago arex who seems close to making a clear commitment of

her life to the Lord.

.. for those Bengali people who feel hungry and deprived, Pray that they will have divine appoint-
ments to seal theu encounters with Jesus.

for Bible distrifuion and ministry work in difficult-to-access countries in the Middle East.

Friday, September 22, 2000. Please pray

- that this time of financial difficulty in Brunei will serve as a wake-up call for those who bave
become complacent becanse of their wealth. Pray that the tension created by this problem will
cause them to look to Christians for help and hope.

Jor the many workers who are teacking English as a Second Language (ESL) all around the world,
Pray that the Lord will provide many opportunities to share the truth of Jesus with students,
especially refugees who are trying to make a new life for themselves.

that Ged will vate up Americans and Irawians to share the gospel with the growing Iranian pop-

P

ulation in California. The tield is tipe for an abundant harvest.

Friday, September 29, 2000. Please pray

for CMM team members as they conduct o training seminar in a diffienlr-to-access country in
Pray that church leaders will be encouraged and motivated to reach Muslims.

Jor JAM. and other missionavies who are trying to learn Arabic. Pray that God will give them the
perseverance needed to accomplish this important step for effective ministry.

=

TZ:; .

- for the situation on the Molucca Islands of Indonesia. Muslim mobs have run through the streets
creating a disastrous climate in which several Christians lost their lives.

Iniercede 7




Friday, October 6, 2000. Please pray
..for the plans being made for Urbana 2000. Pray that many of the students registered will be
motivated to commit their lives to ministry among Muslims. ’
. for outreach fo the 100,000 Muslims in Central Florida. Pray that God will guide the nucleus
of Arab families who are endeavoring to reach other Arabs in that area with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

o that God will vaise up more Avabs with skills in communication te enhance efforts thar ave being
made to redach the Muslim world with the gospel through mediz. The opportunities for the use of
media to reach into difficult-to-access Muslim countries are limitless if qualified personnel are
available.

.. Jor the thousands of destitute Christian families in Irag. Pray that they will be encouraged in
their faith and be able to cope with the hostility they experience as Christians.

Friday, October 13, 2000. Please pray

. Jor the healing of two Iranian pastors’ wives in California,

for several hundred Tivkish businessmen and university students in Bombay, India, who are being
challenged with the message of Christ.

.. for those who have been impacted by the “Peace Train” a5 it made 12 major siops between
Peshawar and Kavachi, Pakistan, last December. Thousands of “Jesus” videos and Scripture por-
tions were distributed. Pray for future endeavors like this.

. that peace will once again exist in Sierma Leone following the bloody civil war, and that
Christians will give hope as well as aid o the traumatized victims of war, Many have become
amputees.

Friday, October 20, 2000, Please pray

. for Christians in Iran who ave probibited by law from attending one of the few registered chirch-
¢5. Pray for the gospel radio programs that are providing “church” for these converts,

. for the Muslim-background belicvers in a North African country who have been threatened with
exposyre by baving their names published in a national newspaper, Pray for their protection.

. that many Christians will fill the thousands of openings in Turkish primary and secondary schools
and universities as teachers of English, science and other subjects.

. Jor the daily FEBA radio programs in Dari that ave offering hope to a Mustim auvdience living in
dreadful conditions in Afghanistan.

.. Jor the new rransiation of the Bible in modern Turkish. Pray that it will have wide distribution
and be effective in reaching people with the good news of Jesus.

Friday, October 27, 2000, Please pray
.. Jor the few Yemeni believers, since all forms of missionary activity ave forbidden. Pray for God’s
wisdom to direct them to people with open hearts.

- Jor a lawyer in Sudan who sends thanks to those who are praying for bim and for the imprisoned
believers whom he is defending. He admonishes Christians to “keep it up.”

. for the man who bad been the head of w local mosque in Tanzania for over 40 years, He is now
one of the newest Christians in town and his health has never been better. Pray for the impact
of his life on his colleagues.

o..thar Christian school children in Sudan may receive an education. The government has
announced it will turn all state primary schools into Qur'anic schools.
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