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ohn Esposito, the most influential non-Muslim schol-

ar on American Islam, at times sounds prophetic. “The
Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality?” (1992) suggests Islam is a
threat to the West—particularly America. A decade later, in
“Unholy Wai: Terror in the Name of Islam” (2002), he says
a war conducted militarily, rather than diplomatically, will
lead to an increase in anti-Americanism, global instabilicy
and bloodshed. American foreign policy, he says, is what is
behind the anger and agenda of militant Muslims.

Esposito is right on some things but he fails to acknowledge
Islam’s inability to promote and maintain peace. This is not
(. Jsay that most Muslims do not want peace, but an
American convert to Islam, who later turned to Christ,
speaks as an insider: “Christianity teaches us to love our ene-

mies. With Islam its quite the opposite. You should be just, bur
you should hate the enemies of Ilam. And if they openly strug-
gle against Islam, they should be eliminated.”

The Qur'an agrees, for though war is evil, Islam’s demise is
a worse evil (Surah 2:217). As one Muslim said, “The world
as we know it today is how others have shaped it, so we have
two choices: either to accept it with submission, which
means letting Islam die, or to destroy it, so that we cah con-
struct a world as Islam requires.”

This article therefore does not minimize the danger America
faces because of a growing, albeit false, Muslim perception
that America has targeted Islam. That threat from militants
is very real, but the material below focuses on why Islam is
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According to the 2002 World Christian Encyclopedia,
worldwide Islam had 865,558 conversions annually during
the decade of the 1990s, contrasted with nearly 3 million
annual conversions to Christianity during the same period.
The overall Muslim growth rate, including conversion-and
biological statistics, for Islam was 2.15 percent, contrasted
with Christianity’s 1.45 percent. It should be pointed out
that 96 percent of Islam’s overall growth rate was biological.

A few years ago at the conclusion of the annual convention
of the Tslamic Society of North America, Ismail Farougi said:
We must convert 50 to 75 million Americans. It is possible,
especially because the lower stratus of society has been suffering
from the bankruptcy of the social order. They are groping for sal-
vation, and we can give them that salyation. If it takes 500 or
1,000 years, that’s okay. Were here for the long haul.

Between 1989 and 1998 the Islamic population in the
United States grew by 25 percent. An estimated 5 to 6 mil-
lion Mauslims live in the United States today, with 100,000
Muslim immigrants arriving each year.

A leading Muslim scholar in the United States said to me
recently, “For ten years we have studied evangelical missiol-
ogy and used it to adapt our message to appeal to a North
American audience.” Islam’s “new missiology” is reflected in
slick new magazines, television programs and other materi-
als—all with a soft edge to appeal to an American audience.

In the United States, Islam is gaining most of its converts in
prisons and on uhiversity campuses. The majority of
American converts to Islam—=85 to 90 percent—are African
Americans. Of the estimated 6 million Muslims in the
United States, over 2 million are African Americans. A lead-
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ing African American scholar, Carl Ellis, Jr., notes, “One out -
of every 15 blacks identifies him or herself as Muslim.”

So what is the appeal of Islam to Americans? Joseph Smith,
in a thesis entitled “The Practice of Dawah/Missionary
Activity in North Ametica and the Ateraction of Lslam” notes
12 features which most atiracted converts to Islam.

1. Islam’s Social Laws

2. The Unity of God

3. Brotherhood Taught and Practiced

4. The Morality of Islam

5. The Qur'an’s Beauty and Applicability

6. The Simplicity of Islamic Teaching

7. The Testimony of Other Muslims

8. Islam’s Rationality

9. The Practices of Islam
10. Its Superiority to All Other Religions
11. The Theology Found in the Quran
12. Islam’s Spirituality

This list is too simplistic to accept at face value, but it does
give us a lot to think about. As serious Great Commission
Christians, we cannot naively ignore the reasons that have
contributed to the vacuum in people’s lives that has caused
them to convert to Islam.

We should not be so concerned about whether Muslims are

. converts of immigrants. We need to find a renewed missiol-

ogy that begins with an understanding that Jesus died for
every person, including every Muslim, and that He loves
them and wants them to hear the truth about His redemp-
tive work. We are called to study Muslims, to love, to pray,
to teach out and believe for their salvation. Q
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CRITRUEA

Eritreas outlawed Protestants con-
firmed that their neighbors are being
hired to report to security agents any
gatherings of evangelical believers in
their communities. Police “spies” are
rewarded with special benefits, includ-
ing exemption from military service
and -allotments of sugar and flour.
Since May 2002, when the govern-
ment ordered Fritrea’s 12 independent
Pentecostal and charismatic churches
closed, their 20,000 members have
gathered secretly in small groups in
private homes. Hundreds have been
arrested for holding worship services,
possessing Bibles or witnessing about
their faith. Currently at least 286
Eritrean evangelicals are known to be
imprisoned in nine different locations
in the country. Protestant pastors say
the Department of Religious Affairs
has made no progress toward the offi-
cial registration of their churches.
“The only answer we get is that our
applications are with the president,”
one remarked. —Compass

INDONESTA

Muslim protestors have atracked at

least four churches earlier this year in

the regions of East Java, West Java and
North Sumatra, Indonesia. A crowd of
approximately 100 people attacked
the Gereja Protestant Indonesia (GPI)
church in East Bekasi on January 9.
Government officials had given per-
mission for the church to renovate an
old house which they had used as a
church since 1975. However, leaders
of the local Amar Ma'arut mosque

encouraged Muslim neighbors to

protest against the renovations.
Church members met with local gov-
g

ernment and mosque officials on

January 12 and agreed to suspend ren-
ovations temporarily. Meanwhile, two
other churches were attacked in
Surubaya last December and in early
January, and a bomb was placed in
another church in Medan, North
Sumatra. Muslim protestors forced the
two churches in Surabaya, Fast Java,
to close their doors. The pastor of one
of the churches received death threats

from the attackers.—Compass

SUDAN
More than 10 Christian churches and
a church-run vocational training cen-
ter at the sprawling Wad el Bashier
camp in West Omdurman, Sudan,
were demolished in the last two
months of 2003. According to sources
in Khartoum, authorities ordered the
destruction of the makeshift worship
centers erected by displaced Christians
as part of an urban re-planning exer-

-eise: Demolition crews razed centers

affiliated with the Anglican, African
Inland and Roman Catholic churches,
as well as the Sudan Church of Christ.
Some mosques have also been
destroyed, as well as latrines, shops
and bakeries. A recent U.N. report
said brick and concrete structures,
such as the main Catholic Church in
the area, are not expected to be demol-
ished. The camp serves as home to
50,000 Sudanese. Residents affected
by the re-planning exercise are slowly
being allotted plots of land; but in
many cases, they are rendered home-
less for months.—Compass

PAKISTAN

A Protestant pastor in Pakistan’s
Punjab province was murdered in
January just minutes after he left his
home tw catch a train to Lahote.
Pastor Mukhtar Masih, 50, was shot
once in the chest at close range
sometime after 3 a.m. in Khanewal,
180 miles southwest of Lahore.
Police officials ruled out robbery as a
murder motive because 3,500 rupees
($58) were found untouched in
Masils pockets and there were no
signs of struggle. Police suspected it
was a grudge killing. As pastor of the
local Church of Gad, Masih regular-
ly conducted 10 minutes of prayer
and Bible reading over the church
loudspeaker each day at 6 am., a
common practice in areas which, like
Khanewal, have large Christian pop-
ulations. Parishioners from Masih’s
congregation  confirmed  that
Muslims had threatened their pastor
and several times tore down the
speakers. They could not identify
any recent incident that might have
provoked his murder.—Compass

JORDAN

Iraqi graduates of Jordan Evangelical
School of Theology are returning
home to minister. One has just been
ordained as pastor of an Assyrian-
speaking church that plans to plant a
church on each side of the Tigris
River. Another is pastoring a church
in Basra. “We now know why the
Lord had sent us over 50 Iraqis to be
trained at JEST between the two
Gulf wars,” the seminary’s president
said.— Pulse
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.ehgmnS' Muslims §7%;:

Official La.nguagCS' Bengali,

Peoples: Bengali 79.1%, Bengali (Hindu} 17%, Sylhetu
Bengali (4.6%), Bihari 1.5%, Urdu 0.6%

The People’s Republic of Bangladesh, formerly known as East
Pakistan, can be found nestled in the delta floodplain between
the Ganges and Brahunaputra Rivers. Oune of the world’s poor-
est nations, Bangladesh has little intrinsic hope that the pover-
ty will ever be substandally alieviated.

Revulsion at the cruelty of Pakistan’s repression in the name of
Islam in the 1971 civil war temporarily weakened Bangladeshi
Joyalty to Islam, giving new opportunities for the gospel. The
openness (and even responsiveness), in some areas fo innova-
tive methods of evangelism is encouraging. But few nations in
the wotld have such a large number of people who remain
largely untouched by the gospel.
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UNRENCHED PEOPLE GROUP...
SYLHETTI

Location: northeastern corner of Bangladesh
Population: 7.06 million

Religion: Muslim (Hanafites) 99.9%
Language: Sylhetti Bengali

The Sylhetti were once Buddbists and Hindus, but during the
13th century, a revered holy man from Yemen converted the
people to Islam. Now almost every village has its own mosque.
The people have Tibeto-Mongolian roots, and their language
comprises Arabic, Petsian and Turkish roots. Many of their fra-
ditions stem from the Middle East and central Asia. Less than
1 percent of Sylhettis call themselves Christians.

PRAY THAT...

hristian media broadcasts will be made available.

he Lord will soften the hearts of the Sylhettis towards
stians so that they will be open to the gospel.

od will strengthen and encourage the small number of
vers who live among the Muslims of Bangladesh.

Inforniation from Operation World, 2001 edition and Bethany World Prayer Center’s “The
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