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Sheikh M. F was the top religious leader in his populous
Muslim country. All of a sudden his daughter became
sick. She was taken to the doctor. But the doctor’s veport
was bleak. Blood analysis, X-rays and other close inves-
tigation showed cancer. The family was informed that
the medical science in that country could not help. They
advised the family to take the daughter to France.

In France the young lady was taken ro one of the
most advanced hospitals in Paris and put under the cave
of a team of specialists. But that did not help either. The
reports were getting worse. Her health rapidly deterio-
rated, and she became unable to tend to her basic needs,

One night while things in thar hospiral room were
quiet and she was asleep, Jesus came to the room. She
woke up and asked what was happening. Jesus spoke
with compassion and love. He said to her: “Um Jesus, [
have come to heal you and make you live. But I want
also to be your Lord and Savier.”

He touched her, and she felt power go through her
body. The givl immediately worshiped Jesus.

In the morning the father came to visit his daughter.
He saw the great change in her health but did not want
to believe the story about Jesus. The following night,
Jesus came to the father and confirmed what the daugh-
ter said.

ories of supernatural intervention like this abound
lim settings because traditional Muslims accept
of whar is not seen as well as what is seen. The
uslim not only believes in the supernatural
is involved, to a greater or lesser extent, with

forces and phenomena.
‘We refer to these kinds of supernatural interventions
as power encounters. The term “power encounter” has a
narrow as well as a broad sense. In its narrow sense, a
power encounter is a debate in the mind and heart of a
person whether to accept Christ or to remain loyal to his
own religion. The Holy Spirit confronts and woos the
person. But he in turn resists, opposes and often rejects
the Word of God, unaware that what he is being offered
is eternal life. In its broad sense, a power encounter
refers to visible demonstrations that prove the superior-

ity of Christ over old lords.

coniinued on page 4




For the past seven years, it has been my privilege and
onsibility to edit this INTERCEDE prayer bulletin. I
n regularly blessed by the testimonies that come to me
from sincere and faithful people who are praying regular-
ly for the Muslim people of our world. It is a special fra-
ternity of people who care enough to both pray and fast
for the salvaton of those who are so religious and yet
without a Savior.

On January 1, 2001, T am turning the leadership of
our ministry to Dr. Jim Bennett. As a part of his duties as
director of CMM, he will also become the editor of
[ntercede. Jim is not new to the Center for Ministry to
Muslims. He has served as our associate director since he
joined our team in June 1998. He is fully aware of all
phases of our work and has already contributed signifi-
cantly to our outreach around the world. He is well qual-
ified for this strategic leadership role.

Jim and his wife Theda have served as missionaries in
Jordan for 16 years. Jim is well versed in Arabic and has
completed a Doctor of Missiology degree at Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School. He also served as president
of Continental Theological Seminary in Brussels,
Belgium, for 5 years. Jim and Theda have three sons:
David, Chris and Ben.

At the request of Dr, Bennett and the missionary lead-
ership of our Church, I have accepted a newly created
position as director of development for the Center for
Ministry to Muslims. In this assignment I will be able to
continue some of my overseas teaching and preaching,
Already in 2001, I have trips scheduled to China, the
Philippines, El Salvador and Guatemala. Its clear that T
am going to continue to be quite active.

For several years my highest priority and most impor-
tant goal has been to assemble a team of capable and com-
mitted people with competant leadership to ensure a fruit-
ful future for this ministry. Iam eternally thankful o God
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for the wonderful peoplc He has called to serve with me
in this work. '

Recently, I was reading a book on leadership written
by John Maxwell. He made a statement that challenged
and blessed me.
It was, “There is
no success with-
out a successor.”
When I came to
direct this min-
istry, I was keenly 7
aware that I was building on the accomplishments of
David Irwin and Del Kingsriter who had served this min-
istry before me. Now as I turn the leadership of CMM to
Jim Bennetz, it is with great confidence. Confidence that
he is God’s choice for the task. And confidence that he
will guide the CMM team to the greatest achievement we
have ever seen.

Please pray for Jim and Theda, their family and the
CMM team.
Thank you so much for your part in our work. @

Enl




Somalia
long-term peace prospects for
Somalia are improving after the election

The

of a government led by President
Abdiqasim Salad Hassan, despite contin-
uing attacks on militia and the threat of
secession by Somaliland, regional
observers say.

Hassan, elected last August by a new
parliament-in-exile, has appoinied a
national security committee to rebuild the
armed forces and supervise the disarm-
ing of the population left to defend itself
during a decade without a government
and ruled by warlords. Ohservers say a
trained military is needed. Seven militia
members were killed in one attack, and
three more died in a separate attack, rais-
ing fears that the warlords might be
preparing ancther offensive.

"There is every possibility that the
government in Somalia will work,” said
Abdalla Ibrahim, chief editor of Sniffer
Magazine, a publication that serves
Somalia, Djibouti and Ethiopia. “The peo-
ple of Somatia are tired of the war and
want a government at all costs”

—Newsroom

Tajikistan

Ten people died and as many as 70 were
injured by two bombs that exploded dur-
ing a Sunday service at Sonmin Grace
Church in the capital Dushanbe [ast
October, according to news reports. Tajik
authorities say they have no suspects, but
leaders of the church have been detained
and interrogated.

While Tajik authorities would not
speculate on who might be responsible,
Russian newspapers blamed Muslim fun-
damentalists. The bombing came two
days after the U.S. Embassy warned of a

“confirmed threat against foreign-
ers” and evacuated its personnel
from Tajikistan.

According to local church lead-
ers, the total number of regular
worshipers in Tajikistan exceeds
3,000, compared to approximately
1,600 Orthodox. The Protestants
have sought members from all eth-
nic groups, while the Orthodox
have confined themselves to tradi-
tionally Orthodox pepulations.

Compared with statistics for
1989, only 10 percent of the Russian-
speaking population remains in
Tajikistan.

—Pulse/Newsroom

Sudan

International relief agencies are find-
ing it harder o supply food, clothing
and medical supplies to war-stricken
southern Sudan amid continued gov-
ernment bombing raids on distribu-
tion centers. Khartoum has installed
Chinese-made radar stations to track
incoming aircraft.

While relief was being prevented
from reaching the people, Sudan had
committed itself to fighting tooth and
nail to get a seat on the United
Nations Security Council and had
drummed up regional support to
accomplish it, said Nina Shea, direc-
tor of the Center for Religious
Freedom at Freedom House, a non-
partisan, nonprofit organization that
promotes liberty and democracy
throughout the world.

Under intense lobbying from the
United States and

freland, Norway, and Singapore. They
replace outgoing council members
Argentina, Canada, Malaysia,
Namibia, and the Netherlands,
whose terms ended in December.
Sudan’s loss “is a huge victory”
for activists who have lobbied
Washington for years to make the
treatment of Christians and other
non-Muslims in the North African
country’s 17-year civil war a higher
priority, “It shows that when the U.S.
has a policy and weighs in, it can turn
the debate around,” noted Shea.
—Newsroom

Sierra Leone
More than 11,500 people—reported-
ly thousands of Muslims among
them—made public decisions for
Christ last April when an evangelistic
campaign was conducted in war-rav-
aged Sierra Leone.

A team of 27 evangelists from
International Crusades and the
International Mission Board,
Southern Baptist Convention, joined
churches of the Baptist Convention of
Sierra Leone for evangelism in
Freetown.

Since 1991, rebels of the
Revolutionary United Front have
been attacking civilians in order to
gain control of the country’s diamond
mining regions. “A simultaneous out-
pouring of God's Spirit was reported
by evangelism teams in every loca-
tion where visitation and crusade
meetings were being held.”

—Pulse

numerous human rights
and religious groups, the
United Nations General
Assembly rejected
Sudan’s bid to win a
seal. Mauritius, which
had the backing of the
U.S. and several south
African nations, won the
two-year seat on the
fourth round of balloting,
113-55. Also elected 1o
two-year rotafing seats
on the 15-member coun-
cil  were Colombia,
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. There are “two miain 1 cultural factors Wrthm Islam that polnt '.
- to the necessity of the power encounter. These are, a) folk e
: 'Islam, and b) the Islamrc concept of power o

~ Muslims are 1nvolved with the supernatural the transem—

E 'p1r1cal and the underworld to. different degrees and i in vari-.
. ous forms. Muslims have needs-that are not answered or ful -

.« filled by orthodox beliefs. That is why people resort to folk

Lo wrll create favorable attrtudes and posrtrve responses

T fae L‘lﬂm:v Concept 0f' Pawer o : .
- The Islamic concept of power also shows rhe neecl for _
this kind of spiritual: confrontation. This concept 1ncludes- '
- the followrng 1deas

The ﬁzctor of t?‘i;?mpbd[zsm ‘Victory over one’s foes and a sub-

. sequent triumphalisin were major themes in Muhammad’s
* wars and have been for Muslims ever since. Islamic conquests
~during its first century of existence included areas known.

L  today "as: Palestine, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt

- sotithern Egypt, notthérn Sudan, Libya, Tunisia, Algerra, 1

Morocco, Iran, part of Pakistan and Spain,
- These suceesses apparently instilled into: Mushrn mmds

’ 'the indelible impression that such tr1urnphahsm is God’s only

© “way. Therefore in- evangehzrng Muslims,- bringing abour a

- power encounter is an appropriate:means to show the might

. - of Christ over all others and that HIS strength far exceeds

'Satans o

5 'Tbe drtly osz‘mt'Aﬁothéf facet Iof thé" Islarnrc pterspectirfe:.of:.
~+ power is the concept of jihad, or holy war. Jihad is the reli-

s gious duty commanded in'Stra 9:5 which demands that all

adult’ Muslims answer any summons 10" war berng waged_
‘against inbelicvers. Warfare is viewed as a legitimate means -’

- for ridding the world of pagans and spreading the faith of

Tstam. Paradise is believed to be the automati¢ reward forany

Mushm who dies fighting for Allah.

These strong factors all reinforce the. Mushms desrre for

'trrumph Indeed, Muslims respect power,, Weakness is not 4
virtue; rather it is despicable. The signs of God's approval are

4 - 'lﬁte:rtfd.e' e

| unity; power and vrctory Therr view is that God favors peo—_' o
" | ple with' power. They regarded the tremendous expansion of = -
Jslam as the supreme proof that therr relrgron was chosen by o

God

\What’ d"oes' this concept of power mean for the mission-.

o .'ary? Although Mushrns know that Jesus Christ never carried .
-a.sword or fought a war, they have deep, though mostly unex- -
"pressed wvenieration for Him. They respect His superiority of -+
{-chardcter and His sacredness. But above all, they respect His
._outsrandrng miraculous power, a quahty on Wthh the

Qur'an and the Hadith both claborate.”

. practices such as having an amulet so that their baby will live;. | -
- visiting the sheik’s tomb.'so that a suitor will come to their |-~
- daughter or going to'the fortune- teller to know which neigh-
~bor stol¢ the silver necklace. In such a. context, presenting
. Christ as loving and all»powerﬁﬂ will meet receptive hearts. Tt

' Islams respect for i power forms a brrdge for witness that :

‘opens 2 door for ministry to Muslims: That Christ is mighg- o
ier than the jinn and spirits, that sickness and disedse can'be
‘cured in His name, and that sprrrtual ‘Victories are avarlable- =

through His eternal v1ctory on the cross erl arrest and com-
mand therr attentron : : e

@Ihll(ﬁi MM%HS

There are also some strong brbhcal reasons why power-.. S

encounters must be ernpioyed focusrng on'these three areas.

in which they confirm. the truth: God’s love, the clarrns of " -

Christ and the krngdorn of God.

A “ﬂ.rmess to God ¥ Lave ;' :

Power encounters demonstrate God’s love He comes to

: dernonrzed person, supply a Job ‘send rain, grve someone-a’ . -
“wife or 4 husband and help in other ways: They show that He~

is a God Who is concerned about and 1nterested in Hrs peo— S

plﬁef

A A Canﬁrmatzan of tbe Clmms of Cbmt

- Power encounters confirm the claims of Christ, In a heat-
ed debate the Jews had with Jesus,: He told them that His

works wete a clear ‘confirmation of who'He' claimed w0 be -
‘(John 10:36-38). He. c1ted His' works as a itness to His -
i d1v1n1ty for they showed that He was exercising supernatural

power. His ability to command the winds and the waves, to

“heal the sick, and to raise the dead all proved that His claims
“were divinely supported

A Mmzz‘fc'?smtian of rbe Kingdom in Power
Po'we'r ‘entcounters show that the kingdom of God has

“come ‘among men. The Bible and the experience of the.
 Church demonstrate that the advance of the kingdom of God
has always provoked a confrontanon of forces. Sprrrtuaii':




power is an important manifestation of the kingdom of God.
The apostle Paul identifies the kingdom as more than mere
- talk; it is a matter of power (1 Corinthians 4:20). In fact,
. divine power is a hallmark of ir,

THE VALUL OF POWLR ENCOUNTLRS

" In Muslim evangelism the church faces spiritual warfare of a
magnitude unknown in encountering any other religion or
. faith. This warfare is against spiritual forces of evil in heaven-
ly realms and against the rulers of this dark world. Nothing
."-less than the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God
~ will be able to defeat these forces.
' The gospel is God’s power for salvation (Romans 1:16).
However, if it is offered to Muslims without the confirmation
of signs, wonders, and miracles, as is the biblical pattern (Acts
14:3, Hebrews 2:3-4), it often appears superficial, limp, and
unattractive. In most cases they reject it.
_ On the other hand, the gospel that brings with it healing
 for the sick, deliverance for the demonized and. oppressed,
. and victory in the name of Jesus is more appealing. It makes
‘sense to Muslims. Indeed, it is the gospel Christ commis-
sioned His disciples to preach (Matthew 10:). We will
advance triumphantly, unchecked by satanic opposition,
“when our work follows the pattern shown in the ministry of
- Jesus and the apostles.
. Power encounters have valué for Muslim converts as well.
As a result of seeing God defeat the forces of evil, they are
- convinced that the Christian message is true. They also learn
_ about the spiritual resources that are available for them to live
tor Jesus and testify of His love to others. -
 The church of Jesus Christ in Muslim communities,
~'more than anywhere else, faces a difficult task. It must pre-
. serve its faith in the absence of external supports, symbols and
institutions. It must be able to survive and practice biblical
ethics in the midst of an ocean of humanity that at best does
not understand those ethics and at worst is set against them.
To do these things, the church must know that God is alive.
Like other born-again Christians, Muslim converts real-
ize that they are under divine orders to propagate their faith.
But the hard reality they face is discovering how to do se in a
society that vehemently opposes them. To succeed, they must
have the power of the Holy Spirit. They must know that in
.. an actual showdown of forces, God can and will give victory.
This knowledge will enable them to carry out the commis-
sion of Jesus to spread the gospel throughout the world.

Excerpted with permission from “slam: Introduction and
Approach.”
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Friday, January 5, 2001, Please pray
. thar the Christian minority in northern Ghana will not be intimidated by the strong Muslim and
apimistic populations in thar vegion but will reach out with love in spite of the threats and perse-
cution being leveled against them. '

o for the CMM ream member who is teaching overseas contvact workers in the Philippines the next fwo
weeks. Pray that the workers who participate will be challenged and gain insights in sharing the
good news in Middle Bast countries.

. Jor Christians in the eight states in northern Nigeria who have or are in the process of implementing
sharia law. Religious conflict linked to the sharia issuc has resulted in hundreds of deaths.

< for a Christian worker who is minisieving in a HBmited-access country, using mobile health clinics.
Pray that he will have many opportunities to share the gospel as he ministers to the physical needs
of the people.

Friday, January 12, 2001. Please pray

. for the secret believers in Mauritaniz. The oppression by the authorities on the believers and their
families is serious in this Muslim society.

- for more Christian vadio broadeasis geared io the needs sf Muslim women, many of whom live very
secluded lives.

- that the ULS. government will not just issue a veport on International Religions Freedom but will
commit itself to encourage reform in these countries whe ave the worst sffénders, namely Myanmar,
China, Iran, Iraq, Sudan, Serbia and Afghanistan.

o Jor AT @ Mustim car mechanic who recently accepted Christ. Pray that his wife will come to sal-
vation as well and that they will be used of the Lord in sharing His Word with other Muslims.

Friday, Janunary 19, 2001. Please pray 7

. Jor those wha are vesponding to the Jesus film as it is being shown daily to many Muslim audiences
throughout the world. Pray that there will be adequate follow-up to help them grow in their new-
found faith.

- Jor the CIMM team member who is teaching a course on Islamics at the Addis Ababa Bible College
it Eibiopia next weefk, Pray that each student will be challengéd concerning his involvement in
outreach to Muslims.

. Jor a Turkish convert who was dismissed from the Turkish armed forces in 1997, He has received
numerous threats since he appealed to the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) in
Strasbourg and has been interrogated, beaten, tortured and ridiculed for his Christian faith.

Friday, January 26, 2001. Please pray
< for a greater outreach among the 12 to 14 million people crowded into Karachi, Pakistar—a sprawl-
ing desert megacity.

- Jor all the payticipants ar the Vienna Bible Traiming Institute who will be studying Llamics with a
CMAM team member nest week. Pray that they will gain greater insights into effectively reaching
out to Muslims.

- that God will raise up many more believers to become involved in minfstering to Canadas neglecred
Musiims. Pray for the small fellowships that are being planted.

for government leaders of Muslim countries. Pray that God will bring them to salvation and ease
the affliction of believers. God is ultimately in control!
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Priday, hb;uarv 2, 2001, Piease pray
©oawha 15 teaching a bloc session on Llamivs ar Fvangel Theological

) wy mext week. Pray that some of the participants w1il

become full time workers among Mushms as the Lord challenges them.

. Hities 10 Geymany o share the gospel with the Kurds who have been a

part of the German landscape for 30 years since they arrived to meet a labor shortage.

¢ sect of Isiwm. Today there are reportedly over 500,000 members in

chfferent parts of the world. A few hundred live in Australia and several Christians are reaching out

to them.

Arabilsraeii confliccand bring a measure of peace to end open hos-
tilities.

Friday, hhﬂmry 9, 2001, Ple‘nse pray

disillusioned with Catholicism will come in contact with gen-

thew the truth of fesss Chwist. Pray they will not be swayed by

: > tion in Liurkey that has not allowed any new church building to be
. Pray that the Turkish Christians will know they are not alone.
: v for Christ in Etbiopia, Pray that God will establish these new
Chnsua_ns in the faith and contlnue e the growth through their faichful witness.

g ; we increasing opposition from the Muslim community and the

. Pray that the Lord W1H give them new boldness and protection.

Friday, Eebrudw i6, “0@1 Pﬁedse pray

Fwiil be able so continue supplying food, clothing and medical sup-

) . 1 in spite of the barasment by the Kbartoum government. Thank

the Lord that Sudanese Christians are finally getting their message across in the United States and

Sudan did not gam a seat on the UN Securlty Council.

L thai God bring an end to the “ethuic cleansing” that is taking place on the Molueca Iilands and
that the Vlofence wont spread to other areas of Indonesm

W L srapped in Ilom becawse of fear of persecution by governments and

s, Pray that God will embolden them and give them the courage to become His disciples.

Friday, Pebrudry 2;3

3

2{}01 Please pray
7 will look to the Lovd to provide peace in the midst of the devastating
i a}f SEPUiCE in Jmmm/)m Sowmin Gmw {,lﬁwc,f? last Ocﬁabe;

¥, W’f[ His family who have been resettled in New Zealand after recefving
Vemnen, Pray that God will heal them emotionally and give them a

s stigeteriss i Kevya who ave participating in o Bible study, Pray that the truths of God’s
Word will illuminate their lives and cause them to receive Christ as Savior,

INTERCEDE is a bi-menthly publicatior. of the Center for Ministry to Muslims
2032 Bast Kearney, Suite 205 = Springfield, MO 65803
Visit ouyr new website at: www,CMMeguip.org




