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here has been much discussion in recent months

about the character and values of Muslims general-
ly, and Arab Muslims in particular. Often questions have
been posed, such as “Are Arab Muslims friendly, hos-
pitable people or are they hostile fanatics, wanting to kill
every Christian they meet?” One expatriate who lived
among Middle Eastern Muslims for several years
observed, “They are so hospitable and friendly, but a cer-
tain tension exists in the culture that may produce explo-
sive reactions even at unexpected moments.”

Recently at a church meeting T spoke to a sincere lady
who believed that Christians could not visit certain
Muslim countries because the Muslims living there
would kill any Christian they met. I was glad to tell her
that was not true. Muslims expect that everyone from the
West is a Christian and are often fascinated by America
and want to know more about our life.

When such a question is posed about people who are
generally unknown to us, it is easy to speak in generali-
ties as though the entire group has the same behavior and
values. This is especially true if most of our information
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comes from the mass media. Because most news broad-
casts feature those who do evil, our understanding and
opinion can be colored by this and carry a definite bias.

We need to understand that the members of a large group,
such as the Muslims, have differing values, beliefs and
behavior, just as Christians or even Americans do.
However, it is possible to describe in broad terms three
different types of Muslims based upon their knowledge
of their holy book, the Qur’an, and their desire to lead a
religious life. The Secular Muslim knows little of the
Qur’an and desires to live his life on earth largely apart
from God. The Moderate Muslim knows more about the
Qur’an and wants to malke his faith relevant to modern
times. These two groups interpret the verses in the
Qur’an that condone violence in such a way as to show
more tolerance toward people of other faiths. The
Fundamentalist, however, applies the violent verses as
he sees fit and will use any means to show non-Muslims
the power of Islam hoping to convert them to the faith,
The underlying truth is that a majority of Muslims are
peace-loving people, yet they understand what motivates
the extremists.

continued on page 4




rom my years of visiting Muslim homes in the

Middle East, several statements are indelibly
stamped in my mind: “Please come in. Double welcome.
Only good can come from your visit. Please sit down. You
have honored us by your visit. Here is tea or coffee. Please
have something to eat. You are our preferred guest. Will
you stay for dinner? It%s early, please stay longer. Iere,
take some cakes with you. May the remainder of your
evening be filled with good and your morning be even
better.” The first-class hospitality in the Arab Muslim cul-
ture was wonderful; vet, just below the surface a sense of
potential violence always hovered. It was a very contra-
dictory world!

Intercede 2

In order to create opportunities for witness among
Muslims, it is imperative that we become familiar with
their basic cultural traits, In this issue’s lead article we
have chosen to emphasize the cultural trait of hospitality
and its opposite—violence. The underlying guestion we
want to-answer is: Why are Muslims, especially Middle
Eastern Muslims, so hospitable and yet seemingly capable
of producing inexplicable episodes of violence? Tension
between hospitality and violence is a complex and contra-
dictory part of Middle Eastern Muslim culture.

The approach adopted in this investigation of two compo-
nents of Muslim cufture draws on insights from the disci-
pline of cultural anthropology. How does life for Muslims
make sense? How do various cultural themes reinforce
and validate one another? What are the dominant themes-
in Arab Muslim culture? It is not sufficient to supply our- .
selves with a list of guidelines of the customs of Muslims. (
Rather, an understanding of the assumptions about reality '
that lie beneath such surface behavior is needed.

In his book Touching the Soul of Islam, Bill Musk lists the
following eight “Themes in Tension” that are typical of
Arab Muslim culture: Male and Female, Family and
Individual, Honor and Shame, Hospitality and Violence,
Time and Space, Language and Silence, Brotherhood and
Rivalry, and Resignation and Manipulation. Our lead arti-
cle touches only on hospitality and violence.

Muslk further states: “If we are wishing to communicate
at the level of spirit or soul, we need to learn how the
Middle Easterner’s spirit or soul functions. Ultimately,
each Muslim is a separate individual with a unique mix of
accumulated experience and inner motivation. He or she
needs to be respected as such. Eventually, maybe our
apostolic mission will be more suitably fulfilled as we
learn to express it in ways appropriate to human spirits
very different from our own.”

In the particular situation in which you live, how might a
growing understanding of cultural themes and social

structures be important in your quest to share the gospel ~
with Muslims, especially Arab Muslims? Please read the
lead article and let the Holy Spirit speak to you.
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A Tradition of Hospitality: . Most Westerners are
unaware of the long tradition of hospitality that exists
among Arab Muslims in the Middle East. This practice is
often expressed in short phrases that people teach their
children, such as: “Our home is your home.” This phrase
is spoken to people who arrive from a journey and who
may be complete strangers. In the Bedouin tradition,
Arab hospitality mandates an Arab person take care of
the stranger or visitor in his fent until that visitor is able
to continue his journey.

The most common social event used to express hospital-
ity is eating a meal together. A good host must be pre-
pared for people to atrive at any time of the day or night.
Guests can arrive without warning, and may stay for sev-
eral hours. In most homes a special room, apart from the
rest of the home, is set aside just for guests. When guests
arrive there is a long series of greetings that must be
exchanged. These can take several minutes to complete
and involve questions about the condition and health of
the family and life in general. Then it is time for coffee
or tea with cakes and cookies. The guests are urged to
stay while a meal is prepared. The home, or an entire vil-
lage, can be judged on its ability to provide for guests.

Visits to a home and family are required at times of
“rights of passage” such as a wedding, graduation, birth,
death or even a circumcision. To fail to visit or show hos-
pitality at such tinies could adversely affect relationships
between families for years.

Even outsiders living among Arabs experience this same
hospitality and concern. Arabs have a sincere desire to
protect the outsider when any danger or hardship may be
approaching, such as a confrontation with fundamental-
ists. This is based on the conviction that protection must
be provided for any guests under their cover.

What does the Qur’an say about violence as seen
through the eyes of secular and moderate Muslims? They
may ignore the verses advocating violence and embrace
the verses that speak about kindness and peace toward
“the people of the Book™ (Christians and Jews), such as:
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So, if you (Muhammad) are in doubt concerning that
which We have revealed unto you then ask these who are
reading the Book (Bible} before you (Surah 10:94).

You will find the nearest in love to the believers those
who say: “We are Christians” (Surah 5:62).

Many Muslims see these verses as the approach to take
to non-Muslims if Islam is to be a religion of peace.

A Violent Edge: There is another side to Middle Eastern
Islamic culture—the side which has been called the “vio-

lent edge”” A common phrase in the Arab world reflects
the darker side: “I against my brother, my brother and IU
against the stranger” This side of Islam is taken by the "
extremists—the people who look to Muhammad’s exam-

ple from his later life—and the words of the Qur’an from
that period that allow interpretations involving violence.



In the early years of Muhammad’s “ministry” -when his
followers were few, he spoke kindly about Christians and
Jews, probably with the hope of converting them to
Islam. When he moved from Mecca to Medina, he
became more like an earthly king and military leader. In
this later stage, he changed his opinion concerning
Christians and Jews, as seen in such statements as;

Jihad is ordained for you (Surah 2:216).

Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nov in the
last Day, nor forbid that which has been forbidden by
Allah and His messenger and those who acknowledge
not the religion of truth among the people of the scrip-
ture until they pay the tax with willing submission, and
Jeel themselves subdued (Surah 9:29).

And fight them until there is no more Unbelief and all

worship is for Allah (Surah 2:193).

Kill the unbelievers (mushrikun) wherever you find
them, and capture them and besiege them, and lie in wait
Jor them in each and every ambush. But if they repent
and perform the public prayers and give alms, then leave
their way free (Surah 9:5).

These verses and other similar ones directly contradict
the earlier verses. Orthodox Islamic interpretations say
that the carlier verses were replaced by these later ones,
which may be used to advocate violence. Many Muslims
believe these verses do not apply for today and believe
that Islam must be a peaceful religion, winning converts
by the spoken and written word, and not by the sword.

‘The answer to our original question is complex, because
Islam is a complex religion. As in other faiths, the
response of an individual depends on how he has been
trained in his religion. So it is in Islam. Most Muslims
have been told Islam is a religion of peace. They want to
live in peace, to raise their family and go to heaven. They
usually want to help spread Tslam, but not in a violent
way. A small number, often in desperate situations, are
willing to try to advance Islam by any means, often in a
violent way, with the promise of entry into paradise.
They get this understanding from peopie who have told
them, often with great assurance, that death during jihad
guarantees enfrance into paradise for themselves as well
as their family.

As Muslims come to the West, we, as followers of Jesus,
have two choices in our relationship with them. We can
either view them as a threat to our way of life and our
freedom of religion and respond to them with fear and
anger. Or, we can view their coming as an opportunity,
sent from God to test and strengthen our faith and to help
these who are living in darkness to see the light. If we
respond with anger, we will be no different than people
of the world. Jesus told us how we should respond: “Be
wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Matthew
10:16). Our goal should be to fulfill the law of love as
Jesus practiced it. @
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